12/ 05/ 1997
Cut down in the name of devel opnent

Suryani Dalip

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Despite the constant appeal by the Gover nment
including Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad for trees affected
by devel opnent to be preserved by transplanting themto a new site, |oca
authorities and private sector devel opers continue to choose the easier
way - chop the trees down.

This is what is happening to a row of mature and fruit-bearing coconut
pal s al ong Jal an Subang Utama in SS15, Subang Jaya, in Sel angor.

Ten of the trees, which are nore than 10 years old, were put to the
chai nsaw t oday by workers of Lai Sing-Midaj aya-Bri dgecon-LPS Bi namaj u t he
contractors for Maxtro Engi neering Sdn Bhd that is the concession hol der
for the road project.

An official fromLMB, who declined to be identified, said the
consortium obtai ned perm ssion fromthe Subang Jaya Muni ci pal Council | ast
week to chop the trees to make way for the 19. 6km hi ghway which will be an
alternative exit for traffic from Subang Jaya

Dr Mahathir, when | aunching the national tree planting canpaign in early
March, had urged States and | ocal authorities to take |andscaping
seriously and make it nandatory in all devel opnent projects.

He had al so asked themto have reserve | and for | andscapi ng purposes on
r oadsi des.

This nmove will elimnate the danage to trees especially where there are
road wi deni ng worKks.

Even prior to this, the Prine Mnister and the Cabi net have on nunerous
occasions stressed the need for tree cutting to be mininised for
devel opnent .

The LMBB official said the coconut trees will be replaced with palm
trees which are easier to maintain, but at a site to be allocated by MPSJ.

"We have in store 121 palmtrees to be planted on the site.”

The official claimed the coconut trees also posed a danger to passing
motori sts and there had been several incidents where the ripe coconuts and
the | eaves fell onto the street, sometines narrowmy m ssing a passing
vehicl e.

He said other trees that do not pose a danger to the traffic will be
pl anted on the allocated site after the conpletion of the highway.

The RMB0O0O million highway will begin fromJal an Jengka roundabout in
Subang Jaya and end at Jal an Bangsar.

Wirk commenced in March and is expected to be conpleted by end of 1999.
There will be seven interchanges at Jal an Kewaji pan, Jalan PJS8/1, Tanan
Maj u Jaya, Jal an Tenpl er, Pantai Dal am Tanman Desa and Jal an Pantai Baru

The work will be upgraded to three | anes on both sides. There will be
three flyovers at Jal an Kewaji pan, Taman Maj u Jaya and Jal an Tenpl er and
an under pass at Jal an PJS 8/1.
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