14 NOvV 1997
Mahat hi r - consuners
CUT | MPORTS, RAI SE OUTPUT TO ARREST RINGA T SLIDE, SAYS MAHATH R

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 14 (Bernama) -- National enphasis should now be on
cutting down on inports and increasing productivity to help arrest the
slide of the ringgit due to recent speculative attacks by foreigners, Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad said today.

It was now the task of consumer novements to inpress this upon the
public in helping to fight inflation and protect consunmer rights, Dr
Mahat hir said when | aunching the national-level Wrld Consuners' Day at the
Islam c Centre here.

"Consuner associ ations should condemm those who have caused our
currency to depreciate as the governnment's 40-year effort to bring
prosperity to the people has been thwarted by a greedy few in a matter of
weeks," he said at the function also attended by |eaders of consumer
bodi es, traders, teachers and students.

Dr Mahathir said the inmport of both consumer and capital goods woul d
have to be reduced.

Demandi ng i ncreased paynent because the cost of certain inported itens
had gone up would not solve any problem as the cost of producing goods for
exports would go up, he said.

This woul d not make Mal aysi an products conpetitive with products of
nei ghbouring countries which also faced depreciation of their currencies.

"I ncreased wages will result in higher inflation and this will not
result in higher purchasing power," he said.

Dr Mahathir said Ml aysi ans should not be influenced by the views of
foreigners who clainmed that the ringgit depreciated because of the
country's inefficient admnistration

"They are only good at econom c analysis but had never managed anyt hi ng
and had certainly not admnistered any country successfully," he said.

He said consunmer bodies could help reduce the cost of living by
providing advice and information on checking inflation.

The Prine Mnister said if consunmer bodies levelled all types of
criticismand resorted to various kinds of irresponsible actions cost would
go up and consuners thensel ves would have to bear the burden

Dr Mahathir said the cost of living in Ml aysia could be halved if
Mal aysi ans did not act |ike those in devel oped societies.

"W want to live like people in devel oped countries but we do not have
to follow their style of wastage or buy unnecessary things," he said.

He then handed over the various awards in conjunction wth Consumer
Day. The theme this year is "Be Cautious \Wen Buying."

M ni ster of Domestic Trade and Consumer Affairs Datuk Seri Megat Junid
Megat Ayub, who al so spoke at the function, urged the people to buy I ocal
goods.

He al so urged themto go for donestic tourism

Dean of the Faculty of Ecology, Universiti Putra Ml aysia Associate
Prof essor Dr Halimah Ahnmad received the Anugerah Tokoh Pengguna 1996

Three single parents, Hajah Anra Tunku Raja of Perak, Hajah Maznah
Yaakob of Melaka and Puan Ajaib Kaur of Negeri Senbilan received the
Anuger ah | bu Tunggal

Sekol ah Menengah Tekni k, Kangar, Perlis won the Schools Consunmer C ub
Awar d.

The Terengganu Consumer Affairs Council received an award for being the
nost active state in consuner affairs while the Seberang Perai Sel atan,



Pul au Pi nang, Consuner Affairs Council was adjudged the nost active
council. -- BERNAMVA
AZZ AAM
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