26/ 02/ 1997

Cyber laws draft ready, says Dr M

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad said the draft of the Cyber
Laws for Malaysia's Miultinedia Super Corridor (MSC) is ready and will be
tabl ed during next nonth's Parliament sitting.

"The draft is ready but we are still finetuning it,"” the Prinme M nister
told reporters after recording his special nmessage on MSC at Angkasapuri
yest er day.

The nessage will be aired by RTM over TVl at 8. 30pm today.

Dr Mahathir said the three main aspects of the draft are the Digital
Signature Act, Intellectual Property Act and Conputer Crine Act, which
anmong ot her things, provide for the freedomof foreign investors to invest
i n Mal aysi a.

He said the Governnment does not provide much investmnment protection but
will offer tax exenptions to investors who participate in the MSC

Asked when he will discuss the Cyber Laws with Asean | eaders as cross-
boundary matters are invol ved, he said no date has been fi xed.

Touchi ng on probl ens encountered by nultinmedia firms in bringing their
personnel to Malaysia, particularly fromlndia, Dr Mahathir said the
Gover nnent has eased the conditions for only those with know edge on
mul ti medi a.

“In this way, they can get staff easily and | hope they will bring in
skill ed people fromabroad to enable us to learn fromthem" he said.

Dr Mahathir said he is confident that nultimedia investors will conme to
Mal aysia to develop the industry as the country is providing the best
facilities.

On Monday, Dr Mahat hir announced that the MSC is expected to take off
next nonth with the Multinmedia University and N ppon Tel ephone and
Tel egraph (NTT) of Japan becoming the first two organisations to begin
their operations there.

This will nmake the two organisations the first "experinment"” projects of
the MSC, which is the brainchild of the Prime Mnister.

The NTT will set up its research and devel opnent facilities while the
university will be located in "Cyberjaya", which is adjacent to Putrajaya,
t he new adni ni strative centre.

Descri bing the response as overwhel mi ng, Dr Mahathir had said the
Mul ti medi a Devel opment Corp (MDC) has received over 400 inquiries from
foreign and | ocal joint-venture multinedia conpani es since the Prine
Mnister's mssion to the US and Japan |ast nonth to "sell the MSC'.

The MDC wi Il study all proposals received before deciding on the
conpani es to be given approval to operate in the MC.

(END)
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