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CYBERJAYA TO BE WORLD CLASS CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE FOR IT
A Speci al Report
By: Mhd Rizal Razali

KUALA LUMPUR, April 19 (Bernama) -- Wth a Ml aysian child prodigy
having nmade it to Oxford University at the age of 12 recently while another
Mal aysian is heading the United Nations General Assenbly as its president,
can Mal aysia aspire to see a Ml aysian scientist w nning the prestigious
Nobel prize?

This seens inpossible at the nonment. But this can beconme a reality
eventually with the establishment of Malaysia' s very own centre for
technol ogi cal excellence -- Cyberjaya.

Cyberjaya is a city whereby information technology (IT) and nultinedi a
contents are being devel oped and tested before they are to be applied as
products in the 40km by 15km Miltinmedia Super Corridor (MSC) area

Qccupying some 2,800 ha in the heart of the MSC, Cyberjaya will be the
bi ggest cybertownship which will serve as an exclusive hub for research and
devel opnent activities for the country, and extending to the region and
ot her parts of the world.

Besi des having excellent office facilities and business-friendly
enterprise zones, Cyberjaya will also have first-class resort hotels,
service apartnments, hillside houses and condoni niuns, and top rank shoppi ng
and recreational facilities.

At Cyberjaya's heart is a Miulltinedia University, to be established for
undertaki ng high-level teaching and next generation research in nultinmedia
and information technol ogy.

An infrastructure engineering consultant Ir. Afifi H Hassan told
Bernama recently that Cyberjaya would be the MSC s dedicated "intelligent
city for multimedia conpani es.™

Afifi, who is an electrical engineer, added:" | feel Cyberjaya will be
a centre of excellence where future Malaysian IT scientists will be
produced. "

Cyberjaya, he said, would conplenent the MSC s basic conponents
devel opnent in centralising the IT and nultimedia R&D and busi ness
activities.

Afifi also said that with many incentives given to local and
i nternational organisations as well as investors to encourage greater
i nvestment and participation in the MSC, Cyberjaya would eventually becone
a free trade zone for for the nultinedia and I T business industry.

"The aim (in having incentives) is for high intensity R& of multinedia
and I T sector," he added.

This, he said, would | ead Cyberjaya to becone the nost inportant base
for the formation of many smart partnerships and strategic alliances
bet ween | ocal conpani es and foreign technol gy providers.

Deputy prinme minister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim said recently that the
devel opnent of Cyberjaya was progressing as scheduled and the conpletion of
its various conponents would be between 1998 and 2000

However, Anwar said the devel opnent of the basic infrastructure, which

i nclude the dedicated highway, express rail link, telecomunications,
electricity and water supply, were slated to be ready by next year.
The entire devel opnent of Cyberjaya will be undertaken by Cyberview

Hol di ngs, which is a consortium conprising N ppon Tel egraph and Tel ephone
of Japan (NTT), Telekom Mal aysia Bhd, Pernpdal an Nasi onal Bhd, the Sel angor
state governnment and other yet-to-be determ ned parti es.

To speed up the project, Cyberview Holdings is to get a certificate of



urgency from the relevant authorities to expedite the acquisition of sone
750ha of land out of the total of 2,800ha for the initial devel opment of
the city.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mbhanmad is expected to officiate
the ground breaking cerenony of Cyberjaya in the mddle of next nonth.

On the upstream tel ecomunicati ons devel opnent of Cyberjaya, Afifi said
it would be trenmendous as its platform would be linked to the nore powerful
MSC network supported by both underground and el evated fibre optic cables
capable of transmitting data at of 2.5 to 10 gigabits per second

Cyberjaya, he said, when fully conpleted, can serve as a platform where
people in it can "play" and "work"™ with technol ogy, and always have a notto

"One who controls the nost information will be the one who controls the
gane. "
However, Afifi said being appreciative and becom ng a nere user of
information and its applications would not bring nmuch benefit to the
country.

"We nmust have control or be a contributor to the IT industry," he
stressed.

To contribute to the IT industry, he said Ml aysians should be
qualified in controlling the hardware, and should be able to anal yse the
derivatives of such technol ogy.

This, he said, could be done through intensive involvenent and
participation in R& activities, particularly in the IT and nultinedia
i ndustries available in Cyberjaya.

"Once we are able to control the derivatives, the end-products or
results can be shaped out and tailored to suit applications and conmmerci al
requi renents,” he said.

Wth this, it can put Ml aysia or the M5C ahead in serving the regiona
and gl obal information business industry.

"If we are able to dictate the needs of the future today and we have
the technol ogy available to suit future requirenents, it can save us tine,

energy and noney and, nost of all, to be in control," he said.

The start towards being in control has begun. Cyberjaya will pave the
way along this exciting road map of technol ogi cal excellence. The
attai nment of the coveted Nobel prize may not be just a dream -- BERNAMA
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