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Cyberj aya- Devel opnent
CYBERJAYA - THE BEST OF I NTELLIGENT CITIES IN THE WORLD

By: Tham Choy Lin

KUALA LUVMPUR, May 2 (Bernamm) - Cyberjaya, the nucleus of Ml aysia's
Mul tinmedia Super Corridor (MSC), will be a cut above Silicon Valley and
other existing intelligent cities in the world, Miltinedia Devel opment
Corporation (MDC) executive chairman Tan Sri Dr OQthnman Yeop Abdullah said
t oday.

The self-contained and eco-friendly city to be conpleted a year ahead
than planned will be launched on May 17 when Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad perforns the ground-breaki ng cerenony.

"Cyberjaya will be an utopia for nultinedia devel opment. It wll
provide the nost ideal working and living environment to attract big
nmul ti media players to invest in the MBC," OQthnman said when briefing the
press on the |aunching cerenony.

Al so present was Town and Country Planning Departnent Director-Genera
Dat uk Zai nuddi n Muhammad who is also the chairman of the steering comittee
for the | aunching cerenony.

Cyberjaya is located next to Putrajaya, the new intelligent
adnmi nistrative capital. Covering an area of 7,000 hectares, the
sel f-contai ned and eco-friendly city is separated from Putrajaya by a
hi ghway to be naned Route 2020

The devel opment of the two cities will be known as Megaj aya

The nunber of conpanies that have been granted MSC status to set up in
Cyberjaya has risen to 34 conprising 19 foreign and 15 |ocal conpanies
said O hman.

They include N ppon Tel ephone and Tel egraph (NTT), Tel ekom Ml aysi a,
TV3, Fujitsu, Sinenens, British Tel econms, Golden Hope Plantation and MDC
whi ch oversees the devel opnent of the MSC

Asked on the cost of setting up operations in Cyberjaya, Ohman said
land is priced conpetitively between RMBO and RVA0O per square feet.

The first phase of the Cyberjaya project will be the devel opnent of a
2,800 hectare flagship zone for global and |ocal conpanies to establish
research and devel opment centres on information technol ogy and ot her
hi gh-technol ogy enterprises.

O hman said a survey of highly-skilled personnel indicated that they
pl aced prem um on working and living environnent above salary and this will
be reflected in Cyberjaya.

Like its twin city of Putrajaya, the lush green environent of Cyberjaya
will be preserved. Thirty-five percent of open space will be naintained
conpared to the normal 10 per cent requirenent.

The prelimnary Environnental |nmpact Assessenment (EIA) report for
Cyberjaya has been approved. The final report is also expected to be given
the nod by the Departnment of Environnment on May 12.

O hman said Cyberjaya will have a |low density popul ation of 35 persons
per hectare. The target population for Cyberjaya is 240,000 including
10, 000 know edge workers.

Manufacturing will also be discouraged except for high-tech products
derived from research and devel opment conducted within the MSC
Cyberjaya will be served by the npbst advanced physical and software

infrastructure incluing a 2.5 to 10 gigabit tel ecommuni cati ons network to
be built by Tel ekom Mal aysia, state-of-the-art information technoloy and
mul ti medi a services and ot her advanced facilities.

The infrastructure will be in place by 1999. But conpanies can begin



operating from Cyberjaya by end 1998, said Othnman in response to a
guesti on.

The MSC is a 15km by 50km zone south of Kuala Lunpur extending between
the new Kuala Lumpur International Airport in Sepang and the Kuala Lunpur
City Centre. -- BERNAMA
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