20 DEC 1997

DAl M APPAO NTED NEAC EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 20 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad today
announced the appointnment of Tun Daim Zai nuddin as the executive director
of the proposed National Econom c Action Council (NEAC).

The prine mnister said Daim who is the econonic advisor to the
government, would have full powers to inplenment all decisions made by the
counci | .

Speaking to reporters after chairing the Umo suprene council neeting
here, he said it was hoped that the NEAC could be |aunched next nonth after
obt ai ni ng Cabi net approval

Dr Mahathir, who is also Umo president, said that besides hinself as
the chairman, Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim as the deputy
chairman and Daim who is also Umo treasurer, the other nenbers of the
NEAC and their nunber had yet to be deci ded.

For now, the launch of the NEAC had to be del ayed because several |ega
aspects on the formand status of the council had to be studied, he said.

Dr Mahathir said the three-hour neeting, anong other things, discussed
the country's economc situation so that all parties would understand what
was happeni ng and the actions that woul d be taken

"We all pledged to unite in tackling the econom c woes," he said. --
BERNAMA
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