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Dr M MBtold ne official residence was a shanbl es
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LANGKAW , Wed. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad sai d today Datuk Abu
Hassan Omar had told himthat he did not nove into the official residence
soon after his appointnment as Sel angor Menteri Besar in June 1997 as "the
whol e thing was in a shanbl es”.

Abu Hassan had stayed in Kual a Lunpur because of the condition of the
residence in Bukit Megawati, the Prime Mnister said.

He was asked to comment on a report in the front page of today' s Utusan
Mal aysia on the renovation of the Menteri Besar's residence which
reportedly cost RVb million

Abu Hassan, he said, told himhe was going to nove in (later) and that
the decision (to renovate the residence) was made before all these
(econom c) probl ens.

Asked whet her he thought the renovation involved a | ot of noney, Dr
Mahat hi r sai d:

"Well, | don't know whether it cost a |lot of nobney. You see, we are poor
and peopl e have stolen RM30 billion. So we have to live within our neans,"
he sai d.

On whether he would call for a report on the spending of the RVb
mllion, Dr Mahathir said: "W will find out."

Asked when Abu Hassan explained to himthe reason for the renovation, he
said it was before the Menteri Besar left for a trip abroad.

In Cctober, Abu Hassan had gone to Orlando in United States to present
to the Sultan of Selangor the shortlisted candidates for the State mufti's
post .

Details of the renovation reportedly using allocations under the Menteri
Besar and State Secretary's Devel opnent Budget 1997 were discl osed by
State Exco nenber Datuk Zai nal Dahal an at the State Assenbly yesterday.

This came after an Qpposition Assenbl yman rai sed the matter during the
St at e Budget debate.

Zai nal had said the renovati on was based on a reconmendati on by the
Publ i c Wrks Department and was approved by the State Executive Council
and al so by the State Financial Oficer

In Kual a Lunpur, Umo Youth | eader Datuk Ahmad Zahi d Hami di, when asked
to comment on the renovation cost, said if the amount had not been used
up, it would be wi se not to use the bal ance.

He said the incident should be a rem nder to other government
departnents that proposing such renovati ons woul d have "negati ve
connot ati ons".

"W should conply with the directive by the Prine Mnister to cut down
on | ess inportant expenses," he added.

The issue was hotly debated at the State Assenbly in Shah Al amt oday.
Teng Chang Khi m (DAP-Bukit Gasing) said the Governnment should spent every
ringgit wsely.

Speaki ng during the State Budget debate, he said the ambunt was too high
and the expl anation given by State Exco nenbers "unsati sfactory".

He said Zainal had said the residence was built in 1974 and was occupi ed
by four Menteris Besar and, therefore, renovati on was proposed by the PWD.
Teng said the fact that the residence was 23 years old did not justify
spending RVMb million on renovation. "This seens to be nore expensive than

bui l ding a new official residence."

He said the Menteri Besar's office was al so renovated, at a cost of



RML, 334, 302.

G ving the breakdown, Teng said RML, 004, 977 was spent on civil works,
RML79, 500 on el ectrical works and RML49, 825 on mechani cal worKks.

He said partitioning alone cost RML69, 315, inported carpets and tiles
(RMBO, 380), wall finishes (RV68,814), ceiling finishes (RW4, 754),
furniture fittings and | oose furniture (RML30, 185), sofa set (RW5, 843)
and curtai ns (RM28, 750).

"I feel the amount spent on sone of the civil works is rather high," he
said, adding that the Menteri Besar's office now | ooked Iike a club house.
Teng said Mal aysians nust try to save as nuch as possi bl e and maintain

the ei ght per cent annual econom c grow h.

He urged the Auditor-General to study the two projects and ascertain
whet her the allocation nmade was reasonabl e.

He al so urged the Anti-Corruption Agency to investigate if any parties
had cashed in on this "gol den opportunity to nake financial gains".

He pointed out that the Menteri Besar and State Secretary's Devel opnent
Budget for 1997 did not nmention the RVMb million allocation made for
renovation at the Menteri Besar's official residence.

He said nonies were instead allocated for village roads in nine
districts (RVM6.21 mllion), bridges and culverts in nine districts (RM2. 65
mllion), drains in nine districts (RV2.20 mllion), construction of 70
new halls in nine districts (RVB.50 mllion), nulti-purpose halls in eight
districts (RM3.30 mllion), 32 public halls in nine districts (RVb. 65
mllion), 54 | ow cost housing projects in nine districts (RVB.42 nillion)
and i nformation technol ogy devel opnent (RM2 nillion).

"I agree with the State Governnent's decision to reduce asset purchases
fromRW8.8 nillion allocated this year to RM32.1 million next year, with
a reduction in inported vehicles and machi nery," he said.

However, Teng said he did not understand why the Menteri Besar, the Exco
menbers and heads of department coul d not use Proton Perdanas instead of
i nported cars such as Mercedes Benz and Vol vo.

State Assenbl ynan Dat uk Sai di n Thanby (BN Paya Jaras) said the RVb
mllion allocation for renovating the Menteri Besar's official residence
was reasonable as it was a turnkey project and for Abu Hassan's big
famly.

Zainal told reporters later he would explain in detail tonorrow the
renovati on works at the Menteri Besar's official residence and office.

( END)
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