07/ 04/ 1997
Dai m Qur perfomance has i npressed Morocco

Rashi d Yusof in Marrakesh

MOROCCO has al ways | ooked to Europe as its mmin business partner, but the
Mal aysi an econonmic feat is making this North African nation to reconsider
its options.

Moroccan Prine Mnister Abdelatif Filali told Econom c Adviser to the
Gover nnent Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n t hat Morocco now wanted to | ook towards
Mal aysi a.

"The Prime Mnister said the past is history. He is keen to visit
Mal aysia and | shall convey this to Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, " Dai m who yesterday ended the first-leg of his nine-country
visit to Africa, said after the neeting

In a country where the Mal aysi an del egati on was reni nded by sone that
Morocco and Mal aysi a had been drawn in the same group in the Junior Wrld
Cup in Kuala Lunpur, Daimled the private sector representatives to a
series of neetings where di scussions had been frank

Dai msaid he met Filali at his residence in Rabat on Saturday and
comuni cated t he reasons why sone peopl e thought the tourismindustry in
Morocco was not flourishing.

"The hotel s are expensive, service is poor and there is nothing newin
the market," he said, adding that the Mdroccan Prinme Mnister was in
favour of such exchange of views.

Dai m sai d Morocco used to have nore tourists.

On refornms bei ng undertaken by Mrocco, he said there nust be politica
will in all sections to push through the changes.

Dai m sai d he was i npressed by people he net in the private sector.

He had said before that the "brains" factor was an attraction in
Morocco. "They are also multi-Iingual."”

Most Mbroccans speak French and some speak English and Spanish as well.

W apping up his visit to Mirocco, Daimalso visited a big housing
proj ect where 20,030 m xed houses are being built on | and given by King
Hassan ||

The houses, built by a French firm wi th |ocal conpanies taking care of
the other facilities, will be ready in stages.

The first 1,000 famlies will nove in July to the site | ocated sone 10km
fromRabat. It used to be a kariat (village).

Dai m al so visited Marrakesh, a nmajor tourist attraction. He had, on
arrival in Rabat on Thursday, been told that the best hotel in Rabat,
whi ch comes with a |arge piece of land and a virtual nonopoly, was sold
recently to a foreign buyer for US$25 mllion.

He said this showed how inportant it was for the private sector to go
and see opportunities in other countries, which cannot be conpensat ed
t hrough readi ng and ot her neans.

Yest erday, Daimand the del egation left for Quinea, which was visited by
Dr Mahat hir in Septenber.

Meanwhi | e, head of the assistance and co-ordination branch at the
M ni stry of Finance and Foreign Investnents, Nabil Kharroubi, said
Mal aysia was now a priority business partner to Morocco.

"W want to learn from Mal aysi a, which has the best success story," he
said, adding that the mnistry was planning a new nmission to the Far East,
especi al | y Mal aysi a.

Kharrobi said the mnistry was not specifying which sectors it w shed
the Mal aysi an private sector to participate in for the revival of the



Mor occan econony.
"Mal aysia is strong in nany sectors. W want to benefit fromits
achi evenents. "
( END)
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