20/ 01/ 1997

DAP calls for Royal Commission of Inquiry

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - The DAP today called for the setting up of a ful
Royal Conmi ssion of Inquiry to deternine whether there had been politica
interference and favouritismin the RVM2 billion Tel ekom Mal aysi a Ber had
tender award.

Deputy secretary-general LimGuan Eng said the DAP had rai sed Tel ekonl s
award of four mllion digital lines to five conpanies as early as March
1992.

He said a Royal Commi ssion was necessary as there was confusion over
which M nister was actually responsi ble for approving the contract.

Lim who is also MP for Kota Mel aka, said only the comm ssion coul d
determ ne which Mnister was actual ly responsi ble for the scandal

On Wednesday, Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimsaid the
Governnent had ordered an investigation into all eged di screpancies in the
award of a contract by Tel ekom Mal aysia to Ericsson for the supply of
equi pnent .

Anwar said the Government had first received i nformati on about all eged
di screpanci es sone two weeks ago.

He said he had briefed Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad
before he left for the United States |ast Sunday and it was deci ded t hat
punitive action should be taken if there had been any abuse or
m smanagenent .

In Mal acca, Lim who is also MP for Kota Ml aka, took the Mal acca Museuns
Corporation to task for delaying repairs on the RW. 97 nillion Maritinme
Museum al t hough t he 1994 Auditor-Ceneral Report had reconmended that it do
so earlier.

He said the repairs shoul d have been conducted earlier as the 1994
Report had stated that there had been | eaks at the museum which is a
replica of the Flor de la Mar, since it was conpl eted and opened to the
public on June 14, 1994.

"Repairs shoul d have been conducted earlier and not this year when
RWR50, 000 of the taxpayers noney will have to be spent,"” he said.

He was commenting on a report that the nmuseum woul d be undergoi ng a
RWMR50, 000 facelift starting next nonth.

Li m added the Auditor General's report also stated that the State Wrks
Departnent had also failed to confiscate the conpletion of contract bond
totalling RML43, 250 fromthe contractors had who failed to have the nuseum
compl eted on tine.

"I understand there there was a fire at the nuseum | ast year as the
result of a short circuit. This would not have happened if the repairs had
been carried out earlier."

( END)
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