02/ 06/ 1997
DAP to raise | T awar eness

Sar ban Si ngh

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - The DAP will hold a nationw de canpaign to raise
greater |T-consciousness and conmputer |iteracy anong the people, its
secretary-general LimKit Siang said today.

He said towards this end, an intensive nationw de educational canpaign
to pronote | T consciousness, literacy and fluency anong Mal aysi ans was
al so urgently needed.

Limsaid for the success of the Multimedi a Super Corridor, there should
be a National |IT Agenda and Pl an which gives top priority to the
transformati on of Mal aysians into a conputer |literate and conputer fluent
popul ati on.

"W have to do this to create the pre-conditions where the MSC can be a
huge test-bed for trying out not just the technol ogy but also the way of
life in the age of instant and unlimted information," said Lim who is
al so Tanjong MP and Opposition | eader in Parlianent.

He said this at the | aunching of a book authored by himentitled IT for
Al

The book was | aunched by Dewan Rakyat Speaker Tan Sri Zahir |smail

Al so present were Dewan Negara president Tan Sri Mhaned Yaakob and DAP
party | eaders.

The 163- page book, which anong ot hers includes speeches nade by Limin
Parliament and nedia reports, was published by the DAP. It is priced at
RML5.

Asked when the DAP would start the campaign, Limsaid the party's IT
conmittee woul d decide on it soon

"I support the MSC concept as a huge test bed to try out the new
technol ogy and culture of the digital era but this brave idea can only
succeed if it involves the full participation of all Ml aysians in the
transition to the information age,"” he said.

Limsaid at present very few Ml aysi ans knew what the MSC had to offer
and many were under the fallacy that I T was MSC and vi ce versa.

"A sizeable segment of our infornmed elite nust al so be as conputer
literate, creative and as innovative as their counterparts in the nost
advanced countries,"” he said.

Limadded that to realise this, all the 1,273 schools now w t hout or
with limted electricity supply should be provided with power and
connected to the Informati on Superhi ghway by 2000.

On his book, Limsaid it was a small contribution towards raising
greater | T-consci ousness and awar eness anong Ml aysi ans which was a
prerequisite to the success of the national plan to nmake the quantum /| eap
into the digital era.

Earlier, when | aunching the book, Zahir said IT woul d be a pervasive
el ement in every dinension of human life, be it education, health,
econom ¢ devel opment or the spiritual realm

He said in the course of parlianmentary proceedi ngs, Limhad been a
vi gorous advocate of IT and the need to nmake it accesible to all

"One political analyst even renmarked with sone cynicismthat it |ooks as
if Limis the strongest supporter of Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad in the area of IT," he said.
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