16/ 06/ 1997
D-8 countries sign joint declaration on nmenbership

Farush Khan in I stanbul

LEADERS of the ei ght Devel opnent Ei ght (D-8) countries yesterday signhed a
joint declaration which, anong others, is to open its nenbership to other
devel opi ng countries subscribing to its vision of pronoting economc ties.

Call ed the Istanbul Declaration, it decided that co-operation would
enconpass all areas, including political consultation and co-ordination at
the international fora

The decl aration was read by Turkish Prime M nister Necnettin Erbakan who
initiated the establishnent of the D-8 grouping.

O her "non-exhaustive areas" agreed upon at the sumit-|evel neeting
were trade, industry, finance, banking and privatisation, rural
devel oprent, sci ence and technol ogy, poverty alleviation, agriculture,
heal th, environnent and tourism

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohamad si gned on behal f of
Mal aysia at the end of the summt attended by | eaders of other nenber
countries Indonesia, Turkey, Egypt, lran, Pakistan, Bangl adesh and
Ni geri a.

The ei ght countries have a popul ation of alnpst 800 nillion - 80 per
cent of the world's Muslins - and have a conbi ned trade vol une of US$400
billion (RML, 000 billion).

The D-8 had adopted six principles which are "peace instead of conflict,
di al ogue instead of confrontation, equality instead of discrimnation, co-
operation instead of exploitation, justice instead of double standards and
denocracy i nstead of oppression”.

These principles are reflected on the D-8 green-white enbl em whi ch
carried six stars.

The 12-point declaration al so agreed Bangl adesh will hold the next D8
meeting in Dacca in Novernber or Decenber 1998.

The decl arati on wel coned the decision of the Turkish governnent to
appoi nt an Executive Director to provide co-ordination during its
chai rmanshi p of the organisation and to provide facilities for the
Executive Director in Istanbul and neet its expenses during that period.

It al so decided that an appropriate nechani smbe established to |liaise
with other relevant international organisations, particularly the
Organi sation of Islamc Conference (which has 54 nenbers).

The decl aration expressed the D-8 nenber countries' resolve to co-
operate with both the devel opi ng and economical |y devel oped countries in
the realisation of its goals.

The D-8, it said, agreed to enhance the insufficient volunme of trade
anong the nenber countries and increase the group's exports to the outside
wor | d.

It stated that the D8 will be a forumwi th no adverse effect on
bilateral and multilateral comritnments of the nmenbers countries emanating
fromtheir nenbership to other international or regional organisations.

In the declaration, the countries also expressed their commtnents to
foster a gloal partnership in the world econony based on a constructive
di al ogue through a denocratic and participatory process.

Meanwhi | e, Dr Mahathir nmet Turkish President Sul eyman Denmirel and
Er bakan on Saturday during which they discussed efforts to increase co-
operation in the various fields between the two countries.

Anmong t he areas di scussed were on sci ence and technol ogy, autonobile
i ndustry and opportunities to i nprove trade and investnment in their free



trade zones.

Speaki ng to Mal aysian reporters, Foreign M nister Datuk Abdul | ah Ahmad
Badawi sai d Turkey proposed a form of co-operation between the two
countries in defence.
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