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By: M chael Raj

LANGKAW , July 29 (Bernanm) -- Malaysia will use Nanibia as an export
base to other Southern African countries, said Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad here today.

Both countries would endeavour to form joint ventures based on smart
partnerships to penetrate the African markets, he told reporters after
hol ding bilateral talks with Nam bian President Dr Sam Nuj ona.

Dr Mahathir al so said Ml aysia al so woul d pursue new areas of
co-operation with Wndhoek to further expand commercial |inkages.

Currently, a nunmber of Malaysian conpanies have invested in Nanbia's
property sector, including one that was building a hotel.

Dr Mahathir also said that both he and Dr Sam were happy with the
current level of relations between the two countries.

Dr Sam said Mal aysi an conpani es could avail thenselves to new narkets
in Angola, Congo and Zanbia by using Nanbia as a platform

Asked by a Nambi an reporter why Dr Mahathir was pushing for smart
partnership, he said: "It is all because of human sel fishness...because
everybody wants to get sonething for hinself."

"Previously only one side gets everything, the other side gets
nothing," he said in reference to nmany devel oping countries which gained
very little in their relations with devel oped countries.

"In smart partnership, everybody stands to gain and if we gain, the
idea will catch on. That is why the Langkawi International D al ogue has
spawned a simlar dialogue in Southern Africa with the first one held in
Bot swana | ast May," he added.

Uganda Vice President, Dr Specioza Wandi na Kazi bwe, who energed from
bilateral talks with Dr Mahathir, said Tel ekom Mal aysia officials would
visit her country next nonth to explore investnent opportunities.

She said Uganda can be the information hub for the Southern African
region as well as for information technol ogy.

Besi des this, she said Ml aysian investors have also been invited to
transfer their expertise in palmoil and rubber-based industries to Uganda.

"Toget her we can manufacture resource-based products for export to the
region," she said.

Dr Mahathir also had bilateral nmeetings with the Vice President of
Madagascar, Herrzo Razasi nahal eo, Vice-President of Ghana, Prof John Evans
Attamiles, Prime Mnister of Swaziland, Dr Sibusiso Barnabes Dl anmini and
the President Robert Migabe of Zi nbabwe. -- BERNAVA
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