03/ 12/ 1997

Deal to build integrated | ogistics system

A MALAYSI AN and an Australian conpany have signed a nmenor andum of
under standi ng to devel op and market an integrated mlitary |ogistics
systemfor the Mal aysian Arned Forces.

The signing cerenony between M ncom Pty Ltd, Australia' s |argest
sof twar e devel opnent company and Dectra I nformati on Technol ogy Sdn Bhd at
the Mahsuri International Exhibition Centre in Langkawi, was w tnessed by
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad.

The M ncom I ntegrated Managenent Systemallows all three branches of the
Armed Forces - the arnmy, navy and air force - to operate a conmon
| ogi stics managenent system

Dectra executive director Mej Jen (Rtd) Datuk Ahmad | brahi msaid the
systemal |l oned for the easi er managenent of equi pnent, adding that the
integrated systemalso allowed information to be recorded and updated on a
central databank.

"The system can be used to record data on purchasi ng, warehousing,
distribution and the di sposal of spare parts."”

"This allows for updated records to be kept at all tinmes so that a
commander can be constantly inforned of the battle readi ness of the
equi prrent at his disposal," he said.

He added that the Mal aysian Arned Forces did not have such a system

"We believe there is a need for it as the armed forces continues to
nmoder ni se with the purchase of new sophisticated equi pment which requires
an equal Iy capabl e nanagenent system " he added.

Ahrmad, formerly the Arny's CGeneral O ficer Commandi ng Logistics, said,
the Defence M nistry had not enbarked on a progranme to inplenment an
i ntegrated | ogi stics managenent system

"But we have presented our proposal in anticipation of such a need."

Meanwhi | e, M ncom di rector (defence business) Desnond Scherman said
apart fromAustralia, the conpany supplied systens to the Canadi an
Departnment of Defence, the Indonesian Arnmed Forces and Britain's Royal
Navy.

However, he said the logistic systemoffered under the agreenent with
Dectra woul d be nodell ed after the Australian Defence Force's system

"What's inportant is, this agreenent allows both parties to inprovise
t he system based on the needs of the Ml aysian Arned Forces and upgradi ng
the systemwi ||l be a continuous process,"” he added.

He said the agreenent would al so allow both parties to devel op
| ogi stical managenent systens for other government agencies apart fromthe
arned forces.
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