24/ 09/ 1997

Don: Mal aysi a poised to neet future health care needs

KUALA LUMPUR, Tue. - Malaysia is in a position to shape and determ ne
health care policies to cope with future demands as it noves froma
traditional to a nodern econony, an Anerican professor of econom cs said
t oday.

Prof Victor R Fuchs, who is the Henry J. Kaiser JR Professor Eneritus
at Stanford University said Malaysia's challenge in health care would be
to fornul ate polices to neet current demands and al so the future.

Fuchs was delivering the 1997 Perdana Lecture at the Putra Wrld Trade
Centre here which was attended by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohared.

H's lecture was titled The Challenges to Health Policy in Moddern
Economi es.

Fuchs said with the decline of donestic health care, as wonen entered
the job market, society would have to depend al nbst entirely on nore
organi sed and conprehensi ve health care.

Furthernore, with societies becom ng nore affluent, people would be
i ncreasi ngly health consci ous.

"As peopl e becone nore conscious of health, |life expectancy rises.
Coupled with low fertility, there will be a change in the age distribution
in the population with an increase in the nunber of old people."

Fuchs said health care woul d beconme nore inportant because the elderly
woul d need greater attention and support.

Al'l these factors, he said, would conmbine to create a situation where an
i ncreasing proportion of the Gross Donestic Product would be devoted to
health care

Political pressure for a nore egalitarian society would al so pose a
chal | enge for governnents as societies woul d demand an equal Iy high
standard of health care for all

But, "Wether it be a national health systemor a privately financed
one, governnents will play an inportant role directly or indirectly,” he
sai d.

( END)
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