29/ 06/ 1997
Del egates told Dr M's absence " unavoi dabl e'

Zainul Arifin in New York

THE absence of Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad fromthe
United Nations special sumrt on the environnent |ast week is not an
i ndi cati on of Malaysia's waning interest on the issue.

Circunstances prevented Dr Mahathir or his deputy Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahimfromattending the summ t.

It was originally planned that either one would attend the neeting, but
the Prime Mnister went on | eave and Anwar had to be hone in his absence.

"The Prime Mnister is very much an advocate for the protection of the
environnent," contended Sci ence, Technol ogy and Environnent M ni ster Datuk
Law Hieng Ding. "He had even taken to task those that levelled hills or
cleared forests or polluted the environnent."

At the week-1ong special session of the general assenbly which ended on
Fri day, about 60 heads of government and state attended, including |eaders
of sonme of the world's major industrialised nations.

Their presence was to lend political weight to the initiatives and
programes to be undertaken

The summit was to review the progress of the inplenentation of
programes adopted at the United Nations Conference on the Environnment and
Devel opnent in Ri o de Janeiro in 1992,

Mal aysi a, headed by Dr Mahathir, was a participant at the Rio Summit and
many had expected himto be here as well.

Sone observers at this neeting questioned whether his absence indicated
that Mal aysia was losing interest in the issue.

"Well, that is just not true," Law said in an interview on Friday. He
was here attendi ng the special session.

Earlier, Lawreiterated his Mnistry's proposal to carry out the nacro
ElI A, a plan to expand the scope of the current environnental inpact
assessnent programe, to study the effects of devel opnent on aa | arger
ar ea.

The programe al so | ooks at the ability of a region as a whole to absorb
the effects of devel opnent. Currently, EIA studies are confined only to
the inpact of a devel opnent within the surrounding area.

For exanple, Law said a macro El A could be done for the Klang Valley to
determine the area's carrying capacity - the traffic it can hold, houses
or buildings that can be built besides the nunber of industries the area
can have wi t hout negative environnmental inpact.

"It is a nore holistic approach to the whole El A process,” he said.

The macro EIA, Law said, was alnbst simlar to having a conplete
physi cal check-up

"You m ght have a problemw th your eyesight," he said, "but if you were
to check your whol e body you m ght find sone other things |ike diabetes
that is causing the problem"

Commenting on reports that many Mal aysi an conpani es were expl oiting
timber in other countries without regard to the environnent, Law said
t hese conpani es were said to have secured concessions in Africa, Latin
Anerica and the Pacific |Island nations and had | ogged at wll.

"W will not support illegal practices, if there are any," he said. "A
Mal aysi an conpani es, in whatever trade they may be, have al ways been told
to practi se good business ethics and to abide by the | aws of the | and,

i ncluding taki ng care of the environnent.
"Qur nmessage to conpanies is very clear, abide by all local laws," he



sai d.
It was now up to the countries where they do busi ness to punish these
busi nessnen if they break the | aw, he said.
( END)
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