14/ 05/ 1997
Dr M |'malways present spiritually at all sessions

Fadzi| Gnazali

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad had the Dewan Negara in
stitches yesterday when he told the senators that he is always present at
every sessions.

"I may not be here physically but spiritually, I am always here. So, you
all should not think that your behaviour is not nade known to ne when | am
not around physically," he said.

Dr Mahathir was replying to Senator Yi m Chee Chong during the oral
answer session. Yim in forwarding a supplenentary question on corruption,
had requested for a nore frequent presence of Dr Mahathir at the Senate
seati ng.

The day's session saw nore-than-the-usual nunber of supplenentary
questions fromthe senators, all eager to witness the Prime Mnister's
wits in clarifying issues.

One senator even asked Dr Mahathir a question on the Miltinedia Super
Corridor (MSC), which was originally posted to the Energy,

Tel ecommuni cati ons and Posts Mnistry.

Dr Mahathir said the Government's strategy in pronoting MSC is by giving
incentives as well as assistance to those who are investing in information
technol ogy and mul ti medi a i ndustri es.

* THE | ndonesi a- Mal aysi a- Thai l and Gcowth Triangle (I MIGT) has succeeded
inrealising 47 joint-venture projects worth some RML1 billion in sectors
i ncl udi ng tel ecommuni cations, tourism trade and financial.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad said 14 of these projects
have been inplenented while the rest are still in various inplenentation
st ages.

"These projects will have great influence on the devel opnent of the
areas involved," he said in reply to a question by Senator Charern
I nt achat .

Dr Mahathir said the aimof the IMIGT is to enable the private sectors
of the three countries to nutually reap the benefits and together
cooperate in the devel opment of the area.

He added that all the three countries are fully comitted in ensuring
the success and devel opnent of the triangle and will continue to work
t owar ds encouragi ng nore investments fromthe private sector in the growth
triangle.

Dr Mahathir said the Governnment only played the role of a facilitator to
generate participation of the private sector in various joint-venture
pr oj ect s.

To a suppl enentary question by Senator Datuk Abdul Aziz Abdul Rahman, he
said, the Governnment has no plans to establish a simlar growh area
i nvol ving the East Coast states, Vietnamand Canbodi a.

* THE Governnment has to exercise extrene care in anmending the Anti -
Corruption Act 1961 to ensure that victinisation does not occur

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad said the inplication of
anendi ng the | aw needs to be studied in details because when it cones to
corruption it tends to have an inpact even on those who are later found
not quilty.

"Basel ess allegations resulting in further investigations will generate
enotional stress to those who are being investigated. Thus, victimsation
can occur," he said in reply to a supplenentary question by Senator
Kam |ia | brahim



Dr Mahathir said the Governnent is aware that there could not be a | aw
which is 100 per cent effective in achieving its objectives.

"For exanpl e, we have inposed a death penalty for dadah trafficking but
the activities still continue. There are those who still break the |aw "
he added.

To the original question, Dr Mahathir said the Anti-Corrupti on Agency
(ACA) has arrested 301 individuals under the Act from1990 till to date.

He added that the penalty against those who are guilty is the sane for
of ferers and receivers of bribes, that is a fine not nore than RMLO, 000 or
jail sentence of at |east five years or both.

Dr Mahathir said the aimof having the Act is to create a clean society
that is free fromcorruption and this is inline with the Islamc
t eachi ngs.

He added that at present, the ACA's procedures provide a facility for
the public to informthe agency in checking the crinme. These include a
toll-free line; putting officers at its office until 10pm and having a
honepage so that people could provide tips via the Internet.

To a suppl ementary question by Senator Datuk | brahimAl i, Dr Mahathir
said so far, the declaration of assets fromcabi net ninisters, deputy
m nisters, parlianmentary secretaries and state executive councillors is
goi ng snoot hl y.

"Al'l those who are required to declare their assets have been doi ng so,
and | amsatisfied with their declarations,"” he added.

Dr Mahathir said actions will be taken agai nst those who under-decl ared
their assets. He added that there is no need to make this as a statutory
decl arati on.
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