15/ 11/ 1997
Desirabl e objects for festivities

Sheil a Stanl ey

| F you are | ooking for sonmething really meaningful to give to | oved ones
for Christmas, Hari Raya or Chinese New Year, you m ght want to pick
somet hing out fromthe "Objects of Desire" collection by the Ml aysi an
Al DS Foundati on.

The coll ection of gifts, packaged by the foundation to raise funds for
its AIDS programes, was the brainchild of creative consultant Ri chard
Hsu

The nane was coined by Hsu to get a "catchy nane within one single title
whi ch suggested the project”.

It refers to desirable itens; things people would wi sh to receive during
festive seasons.

And what exactly does Hsu define as desirable?

A col lection aimed at appealing to people of different ages, |lives and
bank bal ances, one can find items within a wi de range of prices.

Hsu says this was done to capture a diverse segnent of the narket.

For the | avish spenders, there is the Mercedes SLK convertible priced at
RM4A70, 000, of which RWRO, 000 will be donated to the foundati on.

There are also trips like the Eastern & Oriental Express trip from
Si ngapore to Bangkok worth RM7, 300, of which RWVb, 176 goes to the
foundation, and holiday packages fromresorts |i ke Pangkor Laut and Bon
Ton on the Beach.

Equal |y appealing are crystal perfune bottles from Daum and fashi on
apparel for nen and wonen from desi gners Ernenegil do Zegna and G | lian
Hung of Isetan

Less expensive itens include nasks designed by students from The One
Acadeny in Kual a Lunmpur going for RMBO.

Just in case you have friends or relatives who prefer to have a good
feast, there are RM3B50 gournet hanpers from Shangri-La Hotel and dining
certificates for Scallini, Gtrus and G appa worth RWM20O.

Hsu says his collection does not claimto be definitive of Ml aysians
desires. He adds that the itens are those which he hinself would buy.

"The question | asked nyself was, “If | went out shopping, what woul d be
the itens available here which | would find special or fun to own and at
the sane tinme creative and attractive',"” he says.

Hsu said the coll ection depended not on nmarket trends, but on his taste.

The col |l ection was described by foundation chairman Datin Paduka Mari na
Mahat hir as "an i nnovative marketing programre whi ch enabl es the
foundation to formpartnerships with the Malaysian retail industry to
rai se funds".

She says: ""Objects of Desire' extends the spirit of giving in the
festive seasons to help create an environnment which is free of Al DS and
di scrim nation against people living with HV and AlDS."

This, perhaps, is the greatest strength of the collection - that in
giving gifts to | oved ones, we are also giving to AIDS and H V-infected

Mal aysi ans.
* An exhibition of the collection will be held at Isetan Gallery, 4th
floor Isetan, Lot 10, Jalan Sultan Isnail, Kuala Lunpur today and anot her

at Bon Ton Restaurant, 7 Jalan Kia Peng, Kuala Lunmpur, fromDec 17 til
Jan 15.
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