15/ 10/ 1997

Details of graft cases only after probes are finished

gh
THE Anti - Corruption Agency cannot reveal details or information in cases
i nvol ving nmal practice or corruption until investigations are conpleted and

t he suspects charged in court.

Deputy Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Department Datuk Nazri Abdu
Aziz said it would be grossly unfair to the persons being investigated if
the charges or allegations against them had no basis.

"Those being questioned or investigated face nental torture and to
announce their nanes and the all eged of fences will only cause themfurther
injury," he told the Dewan Rakyat.

Replying to points raised during the debate on allocations for the Prine
M nister's Departrment, Parlianent, the Audit Departnent and the ACA, he
said the investigations on former Sel angor Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mihanmmad
Muhammad Tai b and forner Perwaja Steel boss Tan Sri Eric Chia were stil
going on. QOpposition leader LimKit Siang had wanted to know why there was
no information on the investigations involving Mihammad and Chi a.

Li m (DAP- Tanj ung) al so wanted to know details of the six Mnisters, two
Deputy M nisters, one Parlianmentary Secretary and ei ght State Executive
Councill ors who were said to have been questioned by the ACA on cases
i nvol ving mal practice and corruption. Nazri said investigations on the
above cases were al so not conpleted and therefore it was too early to
state whet her they woul d be prosecuted.

To another point raised by Lim Nazri said the ACA had to | odge a police
report regarding a New Straits Tinmes report which stated that one of its
prosecuting officers was arrested for demanding RML million froma fornmer
army of ficer being investigated by the ACA for bribery connected to the
purchase of arms, because the report was fal se

The ACA adnmitted that it had arrested one of its own officers for
abusi ng his position but clainmed this was not related to the case as
reported in the newspaper

"W have no intention of putting fear into reporters or the newspapers
t hey represent.

"We wel cone factual reports which would assist us in our bid to w pe out
corruption,” he said.

Nazri assured the House that the ACA would not conprom se on corruption
The agency did not practise double standards as all eged by some MPs.

He said the ACA did not differentiate between cases invol ving
politicians or senior government officers. It treated all cases in the
same manner.

On Information Technol ogy, Nazri said the fact that the I T canpai gn was
| aunched by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad showed t he
Governnent's seriousness in pronoting IT.

He said he agreed with Limthat the Parlianent Homepage facilities
needed upgradi ng. Steps were being taken, he said.

"W want the Parlianent honepage to be the best and to be an exanpl e of
| T advancenent," he said.

Limsaid the Parlianment Honepage set up in May |ast year was not updated
or interactive and only provided historic information, making the website
a nuseum pi ece

Since May | ast year major issues |like the Seventh Mal aysia Plan, the
1997 Budget, the historic cyber laws and recently the national haze
di saster were debated in Parliament.



"But none of these appeared on the parlianmentary website.

"Other Parlianments provide the latest information like notices of the
Day, parlianentay answers, daily parlianentary proceedi ngs and Gover nnent
Bills through the Hansard on their websites.

"This actually can be done easily and sinply because all parlianmentary
material and Bills are now prepared in electronic formand therefore no
extra work is needed to upload themto the website."

Limsaid the Prime Mnister recently launched the national |IT awareness
campai gn and Parlianment as the highest political and | egislative chamber
shoul d play the | eadership role.

However, he said the parlianentary honepage i s nost shaneful.

It shows Parlianent has still to get the necessary m ndset w thout which
no informati on soci ety can be achi eved.

( END)



	Details of graft cases only after probes are finished (NST 15/10/1997)

