03/ 09/ 1997
Devel op software for MSC, SMEs urged

Kang Si ew Li

SMALL- and nedi um si zed enterprises (SMEs) in the nultinedia industry
shoul d ook into the possibility of devel opi ng software content on

mul ti medi a technology in the Mil ti medi a Super-Corridor, said Entrepreneur
Devel opnent M ni ster Datuk Mistapha Mbhamed.

"Some of the participating SVMEsS are quite good. They are up-to-mark and
have the necessary expertise and exposure,” he told reporters after
delivering a | uncheon address on "Creating Wrl d-C ass Busi ness
Organi sations in a Borderless and Electronic Wrld" in Petaling Jaya
yest er day.

"It's just that they were not fully aware of the business opportunities
available in the MSCin the past while some of themneed funding," he
added.

Inline with this, the mnistry and the Multi medi a Devel opnent Corp
(MDC) will deliver a presentation on business opportunities available in
the Multinedia Super Corridor (MSC) tonorrow.

About 180 Buniputera snall- and nmedi um si zed enterprises (SMES) will be
attendi ng the special presentation which forns part of the mnistry's
programre to woo Buni putera entrepreneurs to participate in the MC.

Must apa sai d several of the participating SMEs have al ready expressed an
interest to participate in the MSC. However, he declined to disclose the
compani es' nane.

He added that the mnistry is currently adopting a wait-and-see attitude
before it decides on the next course of action. "It all depends on the
out comre of the upcom ng presentation.”

Earlier this year, the mnistry and MDC jointly set up a special task
force to encourage Bumi putera SMES to participate in the MSC

Meanwhi l e, in his luncheon address, Mistapa said today's chief executive
of ficers nust realise that a new world busi ness order has devel oped - one
that is independent, gl obal and borderl ess.

"Traditionally, a CEO s job was to manage human, technical and financia
resources and to deliver expected |l evels of performances and profit. Now,
they have to become change agents.

"If anything distinguishes a CEO froma nmanager, he has to be a | eader,
he has to set directions and he has to have a vision," he said.

Must apa said to conpete, CEGs have to becone a world class player.

"I'f you do not keep pace with the relentless pressure of technol ogi ca
advances and the mul tinmedi a i nformati on superhi ghway, you are no | onger a
| eader.

"To be a gl obal player neans benchmarki ng oursel ves and constantly
upgradi ng ourselves in terns of quality, service, price and speed of
i mpl ementi ng change, " he said.

He said to create a worl d-cl ass busi ness organi sation, "the CEO has to
be a gl obal manager who is able to think and strategise globally while
still having to act locally".

"He will beconme a gl obal cosnopolitan, a nenber of a new world
managenent class who is internationally experienced and culturally
sensiti sed.

"And he will have to handle international relations such as gl obal
strategic alliances involving international comunications and negotiation
skills," he added.

The nanagers are not exenpted. Mustapa said in this informtion age,



peopl e who are flexi ble and responsive are required.

"Therefore, managers nust response fast, be on-call 24 hours a day, and
willing to take risk in business-making," he said.

Must apa al so said it is no | onger good enough to sinply be the best on
the bl ock or the best in the nei ghbourhood.

"Busi ness organi sati ons and conpani es today really have to be able to
hold their own with the best in the world just to thrive locally," he
sai d.

He said success in the global economy derives not just fromneeting high
standards for conpetition in world contests, but also fromstrong
rel ationships - networks that |Iink to global nmarkets and networks that
buil d col I ective strength.

"Thanks to Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad's initiatives,
coupled with the country's boom ng econony and the spirit of enterprise
we have seen a nunber of | ocal conpanies mature and brave enough to
venture abroad, spreading their wings far and w de.

"Many Mal aysi an conpani es are now accepted as world players such as
Prot on, Petronas, Tel ekom Mal aysia, Sine Darby G oup, YTL Corp, Berjaya
Group and Sapura," he said.

Must apa added that novi ng beyond the hone base of fers wi der
opportunities to expand and diversify business portfolios, catch up on the
| at est technol ogy at a qui cker pace as well as sharpen the conpetitive
edge.

"The conpani es subsequently inprove Malaysia's position in world trade,"
he added.

( END)



	Develop software for MSC, SMEs urged (NST 03/09/1997)

