20/ 04/ 1997
Devel oper to be charged (HL)

Est her Tan

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - The Department of Environnent has been given the
green light by the deputy public prosecutor to file charges agai nst the
devel oper of the Ukay Perdana housing project in Hulu Klang, for flouting
envi ronnent al regul ati ons.

DCE director-general Tan Meng Leng said preparations were being made to
file the case against Projek | katan Rapi Sdn Bhd in a Sel angor court.

Sci ence, Technol ogy and Environnment M nister Datuk Law Hi eng Di ng had
said |l ast nonth that the devel oper would be taken to court for failure to
conmply with four Environnental |nmpact Assessnent conditions.

He said the devel oper had carried out constructi on work on sl opes of
nmore than 20 degrees gradient although it was not allowed to do so, failed
to carry out mtigative and stabilisation works on slopes it had cut,
failed to maintain its silt trap and failed to subnit plans before
carrying out earthworks as required under the | aw.

Law had said the devel oper woul d be charged under the Environnental
Quality (Prescribed Activities) (Environnmental |npact Assessnment) O der
1987 under the Environnental Quality Act.

The devel oper is liable to a maxi mum fine of RMLOO, 000 or five years
jail, or both.

The Cabinet in its weekly neeting two weeks ago had asked the
authorities to consider pressing charges against top officials, including
chi ef executive officers of conpanies, involved in indiscrimnate tree
felling and hill cutting.

The environnental degradation at the project was highlighted after
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad spotted the bare hill froma
hel i copter | ast nonth.

The Cabi net subsequently directed the Housing and Local CGovernnent
Mnistry to investigate the land clearing works in Selangor and the Anpang
Jaya Muni ci pal Council issued a stop-work order to Projek |katan Rapi

Larut Consolidated Bhd' s assi stant general nmanager (project) Ting Jian
Guo said officials fromthe council were expected to inspect the site next
week before deciding whether it should lift the order.

(Projek Ikatan Rapi is owned by Capital Advance Consolidated Sdn Bhd, a
subsi diary of Larut Consoli dated).

The devel oper had been directed to take remedi al steps, including
building nore silt traps and slope turfing, at the site before it could be
all owed to begin construction worKks.

"Al'l slopes with conpleted platformhave al ready been turfed. W have
al so constructed all the silt traps as requested by our engi neers and
added two nmore as directed by the local authority.

"W have also planted nmore than 400 trees at the site, to date,
Ti ng.

On April 3, Projek lkatan Rapi pledged to plant sonme 12,000 trees in the
area in six nonths.

It was part of the renmedi al neasures Projek |Ikatan Rapi had proposed to
the State Government and the council

Proj ek | katan Rapi had al so proposed to give the Sel angor Governnent a
bank guarantee of RMb million which would be forfeited if they failed to
meet the target.

Ting said today the State Governnent had agreed to the bank guarantee
pr oposal

sai d



The planting of trees was part of the developer's original plan but it
was supposed to be carried out only after each phase of the construction
had been conpl et ed.

Due to the public outcry about the tree felling and hill cutting at the
site and the stop-work order issued by the council, the devel oper had
decided to begin planting the trees i nmedi ately.
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