30/ 07/ 1997

(Devel oping countries building a ... )

DEVELOPI NG countries building a notor vehicle industry are entitled to
some protection despite calls for an open market, Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mphamad sai d.

He sai d because the car industry is capital-intensive it "needs a bit of
protection” to survive in the highly-conpetitive gl obal car manufacturing
environnment. Dr Mahathir al so said devel opi ng countries should not fear of
venturing into the car industry.

"I can assure you that when Mal aysia ventured into the car manufacturing
i ndustry in 1983/1984 we needed governnent protection," he said when
chairing a session on "“Technol ogy for Emergi ng Econoni es' on the second
day of the Langkawi |nternational Di al ogue.
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