14/ 07/ 1997

Devel opi ng pronising relationship further

TODAY, July 14, as the Prine Mnister of Mal aysia, Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad, is in Paris, neeting with President Jacques Chirac and attendi ng
the traditional parade on the Chanps Elysees, it is a special privilege to
sei ze the occasion of the French National Day, to express on behalf of the
French Government, a nessage of friendship to the Ml aysi an Gover nnent and
t he Mal aysi an peopl e.

It is also an opportunity for France, which shares with Ml aysia the
sanme i deal s of peace, freedomand justice, to pay tribute to her
out st andi ng econoni c devel opnent, the fruit of her |eaders' w sdom and of
her Governnment's stability.

As a new i npetus was given |last year to the relationship between Asia
and Europe at the Bangkok Summit, French President Jacques Chirac
expressed in his Singapore speech his will to make Asia one of the
priorities of the French foreign policy, a new frontier of French
di pl onacy.

It is true that Ml aysia ranks anbng the top of these priorities, as the
perfect synbol of the 21st century Asia, as a nodern, inventive, open
country, which, at the sane tinme, has renmained faithful and attached to
her deepest cultural and religious val ues.

For France it appears nost essential to reinforce the friendly and fast
devel oping |inks which prevail between the two nations. The presence of
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad in Paris today is a clear token of this
mutual will.

I f Mal aysi a has become our first econom c partner anong Asean countries
and our fourth in Asia after Japan, Hong Kong and China, we naturally
consi der as essential that such a prom sing rel ationship should be
devel oped furthernmore. But such a relationship should al so be strengthened
and deepened by a real political dialogue and concertation, as the basis
of a new partnership. And this is an easy task, as we share conmon vi ews
and approach on the major international issues.

To this nessage of hope for the future of our links, I would like to add
my nost sincere wi shes of happi ness and prosperity to the Yang di-Pertuan
Agong Tuanku Ja'afar, to the Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad, to the Acting Prime M nister Datuk Seri Anwar | brahimand the
menbers of the Governnent, to the people of Mal aysia and to the French
communi ty whose dynamismis inspired by the country where they live.
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