16 FEB 1997
Mahat hir-Wildlife
DEVELOPMENT AND W LDLI FE PRESERVATI ON NEED TO BE BALANCED

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 16 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharmed said today there should be a bal ance between devel opnent and the
preservation of wildlife.

"W shoul d have a bal ance. Don't just say we want to preserve wld
ani mal s and not preserve human beings...human beings also need to be
preserved," he said when asked to comrent on reports that devel opnent was
depleting wildlife reserves in several states.

Dr Mahathir spoke to reporters after attending the Hari Raya open house
of Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk Dr Hamid O hnman at
Jal an Puchong near Petaling Jaya.

A newspaper report today quoted several wildlife experts as urging
state governnents to maintain wildlife reserves so that animals will not
becone extinct or enbark on nmass mgration.

The experts said rapid devel opnment was taking its toll on wildlife and
their habitats and unless efforts were nade to conserve them they m ght
di sappear.

Dr Mahathir said: "lIt'very nice to preserve wildlife but when you are
being eaten up by a tiger, you don't say |'m preserving wildlife."

He said unlike the devel oped countries where aninmals have becone
extinct, Malaysia could still conserve ani nmal s.

"There are no nore wolves in England...a lot of animals have now
di sappeared in Europe. Those are extinct but, in Ml aysia, at |east we can
keep them and rear them they are not extinct," he said.

On the calls for state land to be turned into parks, the Prime M nister
said to have a state park required a | ot of noney.

He said the people nust be prepared to let the government spend the
nmoney to set up such parks and not on other things.

"But you want everything...you want roads, kanmpung, buildings and
(al so) want to preserve wildlife.

"Parks cost noney. W can do it but don't conplain if people don't have
the facilities that require the spending of governnent's noney," he said.

Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim and several other
m ni sters, diplomts and governnent officials also attended the open house
of Dr Hamid and his wife Datin Jam | ah Mhanmed Said. -- BERNAVA
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