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FUKUOKA, March 28 (Bernana) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharmed said today the digital age has created conditions for the first
time in history for countries and conmpanies to rmutually enrich one another.

"It is no longer a zero sum gane with winners and |osers,” he said

Addressing an international forum here, Dr Mahathir said as the 21st
century neared, fantastic changes were taking place which nmade what was
i npossible in the old econony suddenly possible in the information age

Borders between countries had di sappeared because know edge, capital
conpany activities and consuner preferences ignored |ines drawn on a map,
he said in his keynote speech on the thene "The Digital Century:
Qpportunities For Mitual Collaboration Between Ml aysia And Japan.”

The forum dubbed the Fukuoka Dial ogue, is organi sed by Ml aysia's
Asian Strategy and Leadership Institute (Asli) and the Asia Business Centre
and the Nishi N ppon Newspaper Co Ltd, both of Fukuoka

Top Japanese and Mal aysian corporate |eaders and governnent officials
are attending the neeting. The Mal aysians include International Trade and
Industry Mnister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz, Education Mnister Datuk Seri
Naji b Tun Razak, Kedah Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Sanusi Junid, Pulau Pinang
Chief Mnister Tan Sri Koh Tsu Koon and Miulti Media Devel opment Corporation
(MDC) chairman Tan Sri Dr Gt hman Yeop Abdul | ah.

Dr Mahathir said where countries once conpeted, with one nation's trade
surplus resulting in another's trade deficit, in future both countries
could benefit because networks of conpanies collaborated across borders to
deliver value to custoners in the nost econonically sensible way.

"There is a trenmendous opportunity for those conpanies and countries
with the courage to enbrace these changes," he said

"For a limted tine, there is a relatively level playing field where
devel oped and devel opi ng countries can work together in ways that create
benefits for both."

He said this was because many of the wealthier developed countries were
| ocked into obsolete industrial structures and |egislative franeworks

Vested interests in these systens woul d stubbornly resist change but
this was not so in developing countries |ike Ml aysia where such corporate
i nterests had not yet devel oped.

Dr Mahathir said with the devel opnent of nultinedia, there were al nost
unlimted opportunities for new industries to be devel oped and expanded
t hroughout the world with hardly any need for direct face to face
i nteraction of personnel

The Prime Mnister said the digital econony stressed the inportance of
net wor ki ng of personnel worl dw de or collaboration of human efforts in
expl oring new and powerful ways to achieve comon enrichnent through the
use of information technol ogy.

He said this was one area in which Japan and Ml aysia could reap nutua
benefit.

"Mal aysi a has manpower skills in certain areas which are relatively
cheap and can be accessed by Japanese conpanies even if not |ocated in
Mal aysi a while Japan of course has multinedia technol ogy which can play a
role in a borderless econonmic world," Dr Mihathir said.

He invited Japanese companies to set up research and devel opnent (R &
D) centres in Milaysia's Miltinedia Super Corridor (MSC) which is envisaged
to become a global community living at the |eading edge of the information



soci ety.

The MSC, he said, would set the stage for Ml aysians to enter the
digital century.

Dr Mahathir said Japan and Mal aysi a shoul d cooperate to create the
el ectronic comunities that would actively produce the indigenous content
suitable to their needs.

The MSC. he said, would provide the perfect opportunity for this to
t ake pl ace.

"In the face of the information onslaught, we should adopt a proactive
approach towards counter-bal ancing the western dom nance of the
cyberspace,” he said.

"We are not saying that western influence is all bad. What we are
enphasising is that by being digital, being IT literate and being
technol ogy advanced does not nean that our Asian values are not relevant.

"If anything, they will be even nore relevant for our nmen and wonen as
they search for their own niche and identities in a borderless
envi ronment , " he said.

Dr Mahathir cautioned that with all the dazzling effects of information
technol ogy, it nust not be forgotten that artificial intelligence can never
repl ace the human intellect.

Peopl e, particularly managers of corporations, nust |ead business and
society with a social responsibility that displayed not only a bal anced set
of values of humanity and ethics into their organisations but one that
woul d inculcate the spirit of corporate integrity, he said. -- BERNAMVA
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