04/ 08/ 1997
Dirty Bukit Bintang irks Prime M nister (HL)

Pat vi nder Si ngh

PETALI NG JAYA, Sun. - In an angry rebuke of Ml aysians for their |ack of
consci ousness about cleanliness, Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad today
called for stern action against litterbugs after visiting Pakistani Prinme
M ni ster Nawaz Sharif conmmrented about the rubbi sh al ong Jal an Bukit

Bi nt ang here.

Dr Mahathir said the people should be ashaned that while Ml aysi a was
prai sed for cleanliness there were those who continued to litter.

"Do they think others are coolies who have to clean up their dirt? W
are not their coolies!" a visibly upset Dr Mahathir told reporters after
seeing Nawaz of f at the Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah Airport in Subang.

The Prime Mnister had earlier called on Nawaz at the Regent Hotel in
Jal an Bukit Bintang to acconpany himto the airport. Nawaz, his w fe Begum
Kul soom and hi s 50-nenber entourage had stayed at the hotel during their
three-day official visit.

Dr Mahathir's outburst came in the m dst of questions about Anmerican
currency trader CGeorge Soros seeking a meeting with himto clarify his
position on specul ative attacks on several Asean currencies, including the

ringgit.

After answering the question, he said: "In the neantine, | want to tel
you that Jalan Bukit Bintang is very dirty and every ni ght these people
sit there and drink and throw cans around the place. | think we should

take action against them"

"I feel ashamed because Nawaz Sharif had made a conment that Kual a
Lunpur is very cl ean.

"Then he went to Lot 10 (shopping centre) last night and later as he
wal ked back to his hotel he saw rubbish, like a jungle. You know, we urge
people to maintain cleanliness but they still do not know how to protect
our country's image.

"People like this ought to be acted against sternly. W don't care if
they want to sit there and enjoy thenselves but do not litter.

"They sit under the tree, dunping cans, cigarette butts and all kinds of
t hi ngs.

"Do they think everybody el se are coolies who have to clean up their
dirt? W are not their coolies!"

He was referring to a tree on the pavenent beside the Regent Hotel where
Nawaz had stayed during his three-day official visit.(see picture)

Asked if it was just along the pavenent that there was rubbish, Dr
Mahat hir said: "All along the street. You go and see what it |ooks |ike.
W shoul d be ashaned

"Peopl e praise us and they (litterbugs) do this. Should everybody be a
coolie and clean up their rubbish? Don't they know how to keep their own
city clean? If they want to litter go home and dirty their own house!"

The notorcade with the two Prine Mnisters passed the area on the way to
the airport.

Asked what action he wanted to be taken and if |egislation was required,
he said: "W'I| take action against them Legislation is of no use if they
have that kind of nentality."

When the NST reporter passed by at 7.45amthere were about a dozen
yout hs lounging in the area, sone of them bl eary-eyed. The area was strewn
with soft drink cans, paper cups, plastic bags, and cigarette packs and
butts.



Rosli Mohd Sabu, 26, a counter clerk of the nearby 7-11 outlet, said
yout hs begin to converge outside the outlet everyday after 6pm

"They will be snoking, drinking and skateboardi ng. Mst of them"I| epak"
till early norning, sone all night,"” Rosli said.

Chandri ka Lingam 25, a receptionist at a 24-hour clinic near the tree,
sai d the skateboardi ng sonetines starts in the afternoon and was a
nui sance.

Asked if guests had conpl ai ned about the rubbish in the area, a Regent
Hot el enpl oyee said there had been no conplaints about the litter but
about the noise fromillegal notorcycle racing along Jalan Bukit Bintang.
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