15/ 08/ 1997
Di scard negative custons, urges Ong

Sa' odah Elias

KLANG Thurs. - The Chinese conmmunity should do away w th unproductive and
wast eful custons |ike | engthy dinners, drinking sessions, ganbling and
believing i n nedi uns.

MCA vi ce-president Datuk Ong Ka Ting in making the call said it was tine
t hat the Chinese took stock of their custonms by droppi ng negative
practices and traditions.

One of the custons which shoul d be | ooked into was the Chinese fondness
for lengthy dinners with side-entertai nnent and drinki ng sessions during
functions.

"I'n nost cases, after the | engthy dinner starting about 7pm and endi ng
past m dni ght, participants | eave the dinner table drunk.

"What is the point of organising such events when at the end of it the
partici pants cannot even renenber what it was all about because they are
drunk," he said, adding that the tine spent at the dinner could have been
better utilised for other nore productive activities.

Ong was speaki ng after opening the Sel angor Chi nese Checkers Conpetition
in conjunction with National Day |ast night.

He sai d anot her negative tradition anong the Chinese was their absol ute
belief in supersition and the power of the nmedi uns.

He said that in this era of information age, such a belief should not be
allowed to rule the lives of the Chinese as it could hanper their
progr ess.

Furthernore, he said, sonme of the negative custons |ike drinking and
ganbl i ng, including playing nahj ong when done excessively, could create a
rift between the Chinese and ot her races.

He said in an effort to change the negative attitude of the Chinese, the
Federati on of Chinese Assenbly Halls with the co-operation of the MCA and
ot her Chi nese-based associ ati ons had | aunched t he Chi nese | nnovati on and
Ref or m Pl an.

Ong, who is the projectadviser, said the rethinking exercise was to
create a nore positive identity for Ml aysian Chinese in an effort to
foster closer friendship and co-operation anong the najor races in the
country.

The exercise, he said, would involve collecting feedback and suggesti ons
fromvarious Chinese organisations in the country on how best to change
the negative attitude of the comunity besides nmaintaining its nore
positive side |Iike being hardworking and resilient.

The exercise was | aunched following the call by Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad at | ast year's MCA general assenbly, for the
Chi nese comunity to chart a new direction and define the Mal aysi an
Chi nese.
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