25/ 10/ 1997
Di scuss forest fires, haze at other forunms, UK urged

Must apha Kami | ; Karmarul Yunus in Edi nburgh

EDI NBURGH, Fri: Mal aysia has asked the UK not to bring up i ssues on the
forest fires and haze affecting Sout h-East Asia during the Comobnweal t h
Heads of Governnment Meeting (CHOGW) but instead discuss themin other
forunms that involve Indonesia.

Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnmad Badawi said it is best that
such problens are discussed in other forunms that involve |Indonesia, where
the source of the forest fires is.

"W will not be able to discuss the i ssue proper or get effective
results if the forumdoes not involve Indonesia," he told Ml aysian
journalists covering the four-day CHOGM here on Wednesday ni ght.

I ndonesia is not a nmenber of the Conmonwealth.

Identifying the haze as one of the subjects to be brought up in CHOGM
which starts today, Abdullah said the UK can bring up the forest fire and
haze i ssues in other dial ogues, especially those involving countries in
the Associ ati on of Sout h-East Asian Nations (Asean).

"In fact, the UKis involved in the Asean- UK di al ogue and they will al so
host the Asia-Europe Meeting. That is what we are proposing,"” he said, in
response to the proposal specifically brought up by British Prinme M nister
Tony Blair on actions to be taken to tackle the haze problemin Sout h- East
Asi a.

Abdul | ah said the UK has proposed a Commonweal th envi ronnment project to
tackle the forest fires and haze affecting the South-East Asian countri es.

Noting that this will be the first time CHOGMwi || focus on econom ¢
i ssues, Abdullah said Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad wil |l
bring up i ssues on currency mani pulation in the neeting today.

Dr Mahathir will be the first Commonweal th head of governnent to deliver
a speech at the first executive session of the neeting.

Abdul | ah said that as nuch as the country hopes for full support of the
Prime Mnister's message on the currency specul ation problem this will
depend on the di scussions anong the Conmonweal th | eaders on what is
presented by Ml aysia at the neeting.

On issues involving Nigeria, Abdullah said Mal aysia's special envoy to
the Commonweal th M nisterial Action Goup), will present the
reconmendati ons of the group, including the possibility of inposing
sanctions, to the heads of governnment.

"The recomrendati ons will be discussed at CHOGM Let the | eaders deci de
on the reconmendations," he said.

Abdul | ah said Dr Mahathir will hold bilateral neetings with severa
Conmonweal th | eaders, and at | east six have requested to neet Dr Mahathir.

O the six, four prime mnisters are expected to neet Dr Mahat hir today.
They are M Janes Bol ger of New Zeal and, M John Howard of Australia, M
Goh Chok Tong of Singapore and Shei kh Hasi na Waj ed of Bangl adesh.

The other two | eaders are Cyprus President d afkos Cerides and Malta
Prime Mnister Dr Alfred Scart.
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