16/ 10/ 1997
Di spelling the myth of White superiority

P.M Chua

I PICKED up ny l1l4-year-old cousin, Yann, fromschool |ast week and on the
way hone | casually asked her about her day. "Boring, we had history
class, Mal aysia is al ways been conquered by the Dutch, English and

Por tuguese. What relevance is that to us today?"

I then replied, "Last night, when we went out, were you not wearing
Armani j eans, Converse shoes and ... T-shirt. Aren't you and your friends
bei ng conquered by the Wiite Man? The only difference is that years ago we
saw t hem as i nvaders, barbarians, uncouth conquerers, yet now their
invasion is so well canoufl aged that we don't recogni se themas our
enemes. In fact, we welconme themw th open arns. Wiy eat MDonal d's and
not Ram i burger? Qur manmak and hawker stalls are the authentic fast-food
chain, yet our younger generation would be appalled at this conparison.
How about buying their clothing frompasar nmalam"

As a Mal aysian born and bred in this country and proud of ny heritage,
fully support Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad' s comment on
Cct 4 when he said, "W don't have to believe everything the Wite Man
says. "

The point | amnaking is, how do we translate this very sinple but
prof ound message to our younger generation to prevent themfrom being
tenmpted in their formative years fromthe influence of the Wite Man
which will inevitably affect their val ues, consuner patterns and
lifestyles?
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