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Di stance | earning " educati onal wave of the future'

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - By being able to penetrate the nost far-flung pl aces
and econom se val uabl e resources, distance | earning has earned itself the
reputati on as being the educati onal wave of the future.

Propagating this concept, Datuk Prof Gajaraj Dhanaraj an, president of
t he Vancouver - based Conmonweal th of Learning, said governments around the
wor |l d were recogni sing the benefits of distance | earning.

"Techni cal innovations enable courses to be run fromthe Internet, while
i nformati on di spensed t hrough radi o progranmes can teach rural villages
conmuni ty education, such as on water safety.

"Di stance learning," he said, "uses technology that is new as well as
famliar, is cheap and makes educati on open to everybody."

Gaj araj said that distance | earning enabl ed governnents to overcone the
probl em of having to build enough educational centres to cope with the
growi ng popul ati on

The COL, created by the Commonweal th Heads of Governnent after their
meeting in 1988, is an inter-governnental agency that works to nake
di stance | earning accessible to all

"W carry out five ngjor functions: advocacy, training, availability of
information, liaising with different countries to exchange educati ona
packages and i dentifying new technol ogies and inprovising it so that even
| ow-tech countries may use it.

"Qur ideal is that anyone anywhere in the Commobnweal t h shoul d have
access to any course that's available in the Commonweal th grouping,"” he
sai d.

The organi sation is also taking part in the upcomi ng 11t h annual
conference and exhi bition of the Asian Association of Open Universities
that kicks off at Putra World Trade Centre on Nov 11

Thened, "Quality Assurance in Distance and Open Learning", the four-day
conference will be hosted by the Mara Institute of Technol ogy and opened
by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad. The New Straits Tinmes is
the official newspaper.

In conjunction with the conference, an exhibition will be held to
provide the industries with the opportunity to showcase their | atest
products in the field of distance education and instructional materials.
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