06/ 05/ 1997
Dai m Wanita Unmo probe under way

Sai ful Azhar Abdul | ah

SUNGAI PETANI, Mdn. - Umo treasurer Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n said the speci al
commttee formed to investigate Wanita Umo's accounts was intervi ew ng
wi t nesses, adding that the probe would be conpl eted as soon as possi bl e.

The committee, which he heads, has already scrutinised the nmovenent's
accounts.

Speaking to reporters after a briefing on the devel opment of the Merbok
constituency by Kual a Muda district officer Farouk Ibrahim Daimsaid so
far the conm ttee had obtai ned expl anations fromthe novenent's forner
secretary and treasurer.

Dai mdeclined to reveal the initial findings of the investigation. Asked
when the investigation would be conpleted, he said: "It is difficult to
say but we will try to conplete it as soon as possible."

Asked whet her the committee had detected any wongdoing, Daimsaid: "It
is also difficult to say... just wait until the investigation is
conpleted. "

Dai m sai d several other Wanita Umo officials would be called by the
commttee to give their explanations. He declined to reveal nanes.

Asked whether he would be calling Wanita chief Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah
Sul ai man and her predecessor Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz to explain, Daimsaid
the conmittee had not decided on this.

"W will call themif necessary," he said, adding that all parties would
be given equal opportunity to explain.

"I ama lawer... | have been a prosecutor and a judge... | will give
themthe chance (to explain)... W have to be fair and that's why | do not
want to conment (much)," he added.

Asked whet her the Suprenme Council had given the committee a tinme-frame
to conplete the investigation, Daimsaid: "If possible, | want to conplete
it as soon as possible.™

The investigation into the Wanita Umo's accounts was ordered by the
Supreme Council last nonth follow ng conpl ai nts by nenbers.

The accounts whi ch were under scrutiny were those maintained by the
previous office bearers.

Daimis required to submt a report on the accounts to the Suprene
Counci | .

Apart from Daim other menbers of the commttee are accountant Syed Amn
Al -Jefri and a | awyer.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad, speaking to reporters
after chairing the Suprene Council neeting | ast nonth, said the
i nvestigation into the Wanita Umo's accounts woul d be carri ed out
t hor oughl y.

He had said that all parties would be given a fair chance to defend
t hemsel ves.

Asked to comment on the increase in electricity tariff beginning this
nmont h whi ch manufacturers said would affect their conpetitiveness and
woul d rai se production cost, Daim who is al so Econom c Adviser to the
Governnent, said the manufacturers should increase their productivity in
order to remain conpetitive

"If everything goes up, we have to keep increasing our productivity.
Only then can we becone very conpetitive. You like it or not, when
salaries are increased, everything will be increased... therefore, we nust
i ncrease our productivity," he said.



Asked about his nmeeting with Merbok Bari san Nasional |eaders, Daim who
is Merbok MP, said the | eaders had requested for nore infrastructure
facilities.

Infrastructure facilities in the constituency have been inproved
trenmendously but they want nore and we will give them" he said, adding
that he had raised the matter with Kedah Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Sanusi

Juni d.
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