22 APR 1997
Mahat hi r - Knowl edge
DO NOT DI SPUTE NATI ONAL EDUCATI ON, SAYS MAHATHI R

KEPALA BATAS, April 22 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad today called on Muslins in the country not to dispute
whet her knowl edge taught under the national education systemis secular or
ot herwi se.

He said they should view the know edge offered as essential to
strengthen the Misli ns.

"Ability to master technologies and conmputers and the like will nake
others respect and do not | ook upon the Muslins,"” he said at a "tea with
the people" gathering at Sekol ah Menengah Kebangsaan Aganma Al -Irshad near
here.

"W can also help redeem the religion, people and nation's honour," he
sai d.

The Prime Mnister's wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, Deputy
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim and Pul au Pinang Chief Mnister Tan
Sri Koh Tsu Koon were anpbng those present.

He said Muslins neglecting to acquire know edge would be forever
i mpoveri shed and had to beg for survival

This would prevent them from perfornming their religious obligations and
finally deprive them of what they aspired for in the after life, he said.

Mahat hir said today Islamwas lowy viewed as a religion of violence
because Muslim countries were unable to master know edge.

"If we are strong they will not dare say Islamteaches its followers to
become violent,"” he said.

Mahat hir said the Malays nust work hard to master know edge in order
not to | ag behind others.

He said Islamalso taught its followers to be prepared to defend
t hensel ves and by mastering know edge they coul d rmake various weapons |ike
artillery, ships and subnarines to defend |slam

"I'f students in the country refuse to learn high technol ogies, the
nation will be left behind and not able to defend the Mislins," he said.

Mahat hir, who is Umo president,|anbasted a |ocal political party which
clainmed that Umo was not fighting for Islam but instead was nore of a
nationalist party.

Mahat hir said Umo represented Malays in the country who were al
Muslins and there was no need to brag about fighting for Islam

"W do not want to claimthat we are fighting for the Islamc
world...it is sufficient to say that we are fighting for us (to develop the
country)," he said.

Earlier, Koh presented Mahathir with a conpact disc (CD) containing
songs performed by a synphony orchestra in recognition of the various
awards the Prine Mnister received from the Pulau Pinang government.

At a news conference before |eaving for Kuala Lunpur, Mhathir said
certain people clained that |ocal university education was secul ar.

They were trying to influence students by organising various pre-dawn
| ectures which were not conpul sory in Islam

This had caused the undergraduates' failure to concentrate on their
studi es and achi eve good results, he added. -- BERNAMNA
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