22/ 04/ 1997
Don't spoil tranquillity of Bukit Larut, Lake Gardens

pupil s of 3Al, SMIK Hua Lian

KHAI RUL Nashri ldris' letter, "Please | eave Bukit Larut alone" (NST, March
12), has pronpted us, a group of pupils from Sekol ah Menengah Jeni s
Kebangsaan Hua Lian, to voi ce our opinion on why we think Bukit Larut and
the Tai pi ng Lake Gardens shoul d be | eft al one.

We feel the devel opnent that is going to be inplenmented will benefit
only the visitors and not the residents of Taiping, especially the pupils.
For your information, situated at the foothill of Bukit Larut and the
Tai pi ng Lake Gardens are a nunber of school s including Sekol ah Rendah
Kebangsaan King Edward VI1, SRK Treacher Methodist, SRK Convent Klian
Pauh, Sekol ah Menengah Sul tan Azl an Shah, SM Taman Tasi k, Maktab Rendah
Sai ns Mara and SMIK Hua Li an.

There are also residential areas near the Lake Gardens. Every norning,
hundreds of pupils cycle to school using the road around the Lake Gardens,
enjoying the fresh and cool norning air, and the serenity and beauty of
the area.

If the authorities are to build supernmarkets, shopping malls, foodstalls
and hotels around this area, can you inagi ne what wi Il happen? There w ||
be an influx of visitors and this will result in traffic jans and
pol [ uti on.

The tranquillity of the place will be shattered. The safety of pupils
who cycle to school through the garden will surely be endangered.

W will also be deprived of the sinple joy of cycling to school.

The Bukit Larut and Tai pi ng Lake Gardens are one of the nost beautiful
spots in the country. |If devel opment takes place, trees have to be chopped
down and a large area of natural flora will be cleared. Doesn't this npbve
contradict Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad's call for a
"garden city" environnment?

Mor eover, the building of a conmercial and recreational centre here will
bring with it nore social ills which we are trying so hard to eradicate
| magi ne havi ng entertai nnent and shoppi ng centres around school s! Pupils
will spend a lot of their tine loitering at these places. The chances that
they will get involved in unhealthy activities are high.

Wt hout doubt, devel opnent here will be at the expense of an ideal and
conduci ve | earning environnment that we pupils are now enjoying. If any
devel opnent is to be done in this area, we think devel opi ng an educati ona
centre woul d be nost appropri ate.

Wth the influx of tourists, the prices of goods and foodstuff wll
increase and this will see a consequent rise in the cost of living. This
pensi oner's paradi se will becone a pensioner's nightnare.

O course, we cannot deny that devel opnent of this kind brings progress.
Busi ness will flourish and prosper in Taiping but the natural beauty and
uni queness of Bukit Larut and the Tai ping Lake Gardens is too high a price
to pay for recreational and commercial centres.

There are other areas in Taiping |ike Pokok Assam and Si npang whi ch can
be devel oped. Wiy not consi der thenf Besides thinking of the tourists who
may stay for a few days, we hope the authorities will also think of us,
the pupils who are permanent residents of Tai ping.

Ed: This letter carries 42 signatures of the pupils of 3Al, SMIK Hua Lian,
Tai pi ng
( END)
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