02/ 04/ 1997
DCE t aki ng devel oper to court

Est her Tan

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Projek lkatan Rapi Sdn Bhd, the devel oper of Ukay
Per dana housing project in Hulu Klang, will be taken to court for failure
to comply with four Environnental |npact Assessment conditions, including
carrying out construction work on steep sl opes.

Sci ence, Technol ogy and Environment M nister Datuk Law Hieng Ding said
today the failure by the devel oper to conply with the conditions had
caused siltation and | andslides in the area.

He said investigations carried out by the DOE since January reveal ed
that the devel oper had carried out construction work on sl opes nore than
20 degrees gradient although it was not allowed to do so.

The devel oper had also failed to carry out nmtigative and stabilisation
wor ks on slopes it had cut, did not maintain its silt trap and failed to
subm t plans before carrying out earthworks as required under the | aw

The DOE had categorised slopes with a gradient of five to 20 degrees as
gentle, 20 to 30 degrees as dangerous and nore than 30 degrees as
critical

If activities are allowed on steep sl opes, extrene care nust be taken.
They nmust be stabilised through mitigative nmeasures such as turfing,
hydr o- seedi ng and covering all exposed areas to prevent erosion.

Law sai d the devel oper woul d be charged under the Environnental Quality
(Prescribed Activities) (Environnental |npact Assessnent) Order 1987 under
the Environmental Quality Act.

The devel oper is liable to a maxi num fine of RMLOO, 000 or five years

jail, or both.
The DCE is the second authority planning to take | egal action against
the devel oper for its indiscrininate tree-felling and hill-cutting.

Yest erday, Anpang Jaya Muni ci pal Council president Abdul Karim Mini sar
said it was considering charging the devel oper under the Street, Drainage
and Buil ding Act 1974 for contravening rulings on earthworks.

The Act carries a RVb0,000 fine or five years' jail, or both.

Law sai d DCE had begun investigating the project after receiving
conmpl aints fromresidents in January.

"Oficers fromthe Selangor DCE had visited the site on Jan 17 and
di scovered that the conplaints were genuine. There were siltation and
| andsl i des. ™

Sanpl es taken froma silt trap in the area reveal ed that the suspended
solid content (silt) had exceeded the 50 mi crogrames per litre limt.

Law sai d a second inspection on Jan 20 reveal ed that the devel oper had
not been conplying with the ElI A conditions.

The devel oper was subsequently issued with a stop-work order by the DOE
on Feb 24.

"W had directed the devel oper to subnit new and additional neasures to
control, rehabilitate and prevent further environnental degradation before
it would be allowed to resune earthworks," said Law.

Asked if the devel oper had subnmitted its plans, Law said: "No."

The project involved a total area of 138 hectares and therefore subject
to an ElA

Law sai d the devel oper had submtted an EIA to the DOE in Cctober 1994,
whi ch was approved four nmonths |ater.

Last Wednesday, the MPAJ had issued the devel oper with a stop-work order
which woul d only be lifted when it was satisfied that renmedi al works had



been carried out at the site.

This foll owed a Cabinet directive to the Housing and Local CGovernnent
Mnistry to investigate massive |and cl earing works in Sel angor.

The directive was issued after Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad spotted the clearing works froma helicopter |ast week.

Projek I katan Rapi is owned by Capital Advance Consolidated Sdn Bhd, a
subsidiary of public-listed Larut Consoli dat ed.

On a recent report about the delay in carrying out remedi al works at the
M mal and Gol f Resort project, Law said the DOE was working very cl osely
with the devel oper on the matter

He adm tted that M nal and Bhd had been slow in carrying out remnedial
wor ks at the project site.

"The DCE conducts regular site inspections to ensure the devel oper
adheres to our directive. It is not allowed to carry out any construction
works at the noment," said Law.

The Cabi net had on Feb 14 | ast year issued a stop- work order to
M rmal and Bhd for causing severe soil erosion, siltation and hill-cutting.

The devel oper was al so fined RVb, 000 by the Shah Al am Sessi ons Court
after it pleaded guilty to breaching the EIA conditions on April 16.

On Feb 27, the devel oper was fined another RMB, 000 under a second charge
filed by the DCE under the sane regul ations.

In July last year, the DOE lifted its stop-work order to enable the
devel oper to carry out renedial work at the site.
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