01/ 08/ 1997
Dol | ah wants panel to study UN Decl arati on

Radzi Sapi ee

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - A committee to study and submit proposals to review
the United Nations Universal Declaration on Human Ri ghts shoul d be set up
Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi sai d today.

The committee should study the 50-year-old UN declaration and its
articles that need review ng and submt new proposal s before the call for
reviewis raised at a higher forum

However, any nove regarding the matter will have to wait for the
instructions of Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhaned, Abdull ah
told reporters after the first Ml aysi a- Paki stan Joi nt Conmi ssi on neeting
at the Regent Hotel today.

Abdul | ah said Mal aysia will approach friendly countries to explainits
position and the need for a review, adding that the Governnent will gather
support to push for it.

Mal aysia's call for a review has the support of Asean and Chi na, which
reacted strongly against the United States and European Union's
obj ections.

In the Mal aysi a- Paki stan Joi nt Conmi ssi on neeting today, Pakistan
Foreign Affairs M nister Gohar Ayub Khan expressed support for Malaysia's
call.

"Wt al so had suffered discrinmnation fromthe Western human rights
standard. Sonetines it's uncalled for, sometines they unduly highlighted
us in the Western nedi a," he said.
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