03/ 11/ 1997
Don't delay on tree planting programmes, States told

Ham dah At an
MALACCA, Sun. - Housing and Local Governnent M nister Datuk Dr Ting Chew
Peh said State Governnents which had yet to enbark on tree planting
programres shoul d start inmedi ately, without giving any excuses.

Their failure would not help in the Federal Governnent's effort to green
the nation and preserve the environnent.

He said recently in Gopeng that sonme State Governnments had not responded
well to the tree planting canpaign |aunched by Prine M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad in March

"The Governnent had agreed on March 3 as the date when they (State
Governnents and | ocal councils) should start planting trees. This is
because we want to plant about three nillion trees by the year 2000 and 20
mllion by the year 2020," he said.

"Al'l State Governnents have been alloted the nunber of trees to be
pl ant ed. However, sonme of themare still not doing it.

"They must not give excuses but start working on it if they want to
participate in effort to green the nation."

Ting said they nmust forward a report, at |east twice a year, to the
departnent on the progress of their programes.

He told reporters this after |aunching the Ml aysi an Buddhi st
Associ ation's 20th anniversary at the Pay Fong hall |ast night.

The departnment woul d organi se a semnar relating to national |andscaping
on Tuesday in Kual a Lunpur.

"W hope to discuss anpbng ot her things, during the sem nar, further
efforts and matters pertaining to | andscapi ng devel opnent and nmanagenent."
Ting al so said about 72 per cent of the country was covered by forest

and trees, including mango trees.
The departnent provides guidelines on the planting and the State
Governnent s and peopl e nust adopt them he said.
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