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Don't drag Thail and i nto Ml aysi a- Si ngapore row
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AT the peak of the ram fying furore between Ml aysi a and Si ngapore, Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad once said that good nei ghbours
only do nice things for one anot her.

Your newspapers seemto have ignored conpletely his w se remarks when
they unjustifiably dragged Thail and, Mal aysi a's ot her nei ghbour, into the
on- goi ng Mal aysi a- Si ngapore di spute with the publication of two cartoons
signed by M Desa (NST, May 22 and New Sunday Ti nes, May 25).

The two cartoons have insulted Thailand and its people.

We are deeply disturbed and perpl exed by the intention of their
publicati on.

At the sane tinme, we are saddened that your newspapers, anong the nopst
respected in this region, have deenmed it appropriate to use the Al DS
probl em and other social ills, which are natters of grave concern to the
international comunity, nerely as tools in the seem ngly endl ess wangl e
bet ween Mal aysi a and her sout hern nei ghbour, while hitting out at Thail and
in the process.

Wuld it not be nore constructive if your newspapers spent nore tinme on
how countries in this region could assi st one anot her?

It is very ironic indeed that it was only a few weeks ago that the Royal
Thai Enbassy extended an invitation to a group of Ml aysi an journalists,

i ncluding one fromthe New Straits Tinmes Goup, to visit Thailand so that
they, and thus the readers, could | earn nore about our experiences in
battling social ills, e.g. illicit drugs, HV, or AIDS, which are also of
great concern in Ml aysi a.

We have never stated that Thailand is free fromthese problens.

Actual ly, both the Governnent and non-governnental agencies have joi ned
forces in tackling openly the causes of these social ills.

And, our efforts in these areas have won praise fromvarious corners of
the international community, including Datin Paduka Marina Mahathir
chai rworman of the AIDS Council of Ml aysia.

As one of the world' s nost attractive tourist spots, Thailand has a | ot
to offer its visitors

It has never tried to woo Mal aysian tourists to enjoy anything but
mainly its nice beaches, delicious food, good handicraft and warm
hospitality.

Is it, therefore, fair for M Desa and the publishers of the two
newspapers to treat Thailand, which is one of Ml aysia's cl osest
nei ghbours, in such an unfriendly manner?

It is ny fervent hope that the New Straits Tines and the New Sunday
Times will prove thenselves to be newspapers that are professional,
responsi bl e and respectful in this Southeast Asian region as it noves
towards a nore cl osely-knit conmunity.
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