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Summi t - Decl ar ati on
D- 8 OPENS MEMBERSHI P TO OTHER DEVELOPI NG NATI ONS

By: Mkhtar Hussain

| STANBUL, June 15 (Bernanma) -- The newly-fornmed group of eight Islamc
Devel opi ng Countries (D-8) has agreed to open its nmenbership to other
devel opi ng nations which share its cause for pronoting econonic ties.

In a joint declaration, signed by |eaders of the nember countries, the
grouping al so decided that cooperation would al so cover other areas,

i ncluding political consultation and coordination in the international
fora.

The declaration, naned the Istanbul Declaration, was read by Turkish
Prime Mnister Necnettin Erbakan at the end of the summit, here today.

Apart from Erbakan and Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad,
ot her |eaders who signed the declaration were President Suharto of
I ndonesi a, Iranian President Ali Akbar Hashem Rafsanjani, Bangl adeshi
Prime M nister Sheikh Hasina Wajed and Pakistani Prime M nister Nawaz
Shari f.

Egypt was represented by Prinme Mnister Kamal el Ganzouri while Nigeria
by its Mnister of Industry Mhanmed Hal | adu.

The group also resolved to cooperate with both the devel opi ng and
econoni cal ly devel oped countries and liaise with relevant organi sations,
particularly the Organisation of Islamc Conference (AC).

O her areas in which they agreed to cooperate were trade, industry,
finance, banking and privatisation, rural dvelopnment, science and
technol ogy, poverty alleviation, agriculture, tourism environment and
heal t h.

The group al so adopted six principles nanely "peace instead of
conflict, dialogue instead of confrontation, cooperation instead of
exploitation, justice instead of doubl e-standard, equality instead of
di scrimnation and denocracy instead of oppression".

The founding principles were reflected by the six stars on the D8
enmbl em

The D-8 menber countries have a conbi ned popul ation of al nost 800
mllion.

It was al so agreed that Bangl adesh will host the next D-8 neeting in
Dhaka in Novenber or Decenber. -- Bernamm
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