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Doubl e celebration a tine to refl ect

A. Kadir Jasin

AS we enj oy each other's hospitality during this year's Chinese New Year
and Hari Raya Aidilfitri celebrations, it is opportune to recall and
recol | ect the past.

It is not solely nostalgia. Retracing the | ong and soneti nes arduous
journey that we, as a people and a nation, have nmade could help to
rekindl e humanity in our souls and humility in our dealings with our
fell ow human bei ngs.

It will help to invigorate the positive aspects of our multi-ethnic,
mul ti-cultural and multi-religious society and banish for good its
negative el enents.

We have for decades been participating in each other's celebrations in
one way or another. At the very |least, we have been enjoying public
hol i days on these occasi ons.

But in recent years, thanks to the grow ng convergence of interest anpng
the ethnic groups in the political, econom c and cultural spheres,
participation in each other's cel ebrati ons has becone nore w despread and
meani ngf ul .

For instance, we are now nore aware of each other's religious and
cul tural practices.

Wen | was a boy in a village in Kedah in the Fifties, | was told to
keep away fromthe houses of our Chinese nei ghbours because they ate pork
and kept dogs.

| was terrified when | studied the pictures of |ong-bearded and stern-
| ooki ng Chi nese gods gazi ng down from behi nd shrouds of snoke from burning
joss-sticks on red altars.

A visit to ny Hi ndu barber was not without its horrors.

Firstly, he could have turned out to be the headcutter who, according to
my not her, chopped off children's heads to feed the spirits often residing
at the sites of bridges under construction.

Secondly, the colourful pictures of his many gods - nen, wonen and
el ephants - and the smell of burning incense told me that | was in an
alien and intimdating environnent.

Today, | amfilled with nothing but gratitude when |I think of a certain
Mal aysi an I ndian tycoon who has been sending juicy Californian dates just
before the begi nning of each Ramadan for the past few years.

This is a very significant gesture because dates are inmportant to
Musl i ms during the fasting nonth.

For many Muslins, visiting their Chinese friends during the New Year,

t he Hi ndus on Deepavali and the Christians during Christmas is no |onger a
rarity.

In recent years, these exchanges have been enhanced by the practice of
runmah t erbuka or open house.

But even these sinple exchanges and gestures should not be |eft purely
to chance

There are already signs that while the pre- and post-independence
generations are being drawn cl oser together, the post-New Econom c Policy
generation is polarised, very nmuch along ethnic |lines.

This is nost apparent in the |ocal universities and coll eges.

And the physical nobility that perpetuates the balik kampung exodus
could tear us apart save for the runah terbuka (open house) held during
and after the actual cel ebrations.



On the sanme note, | would like to take this opportunity to w sh al

reader s Kongsi - Raya.
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DURI NG t his joyous double celebration, it is only natural that nost of us
woul d want to put our troubles and problens aside or, if possible, w sh
themaway forever in order to truly savour the occasion

Some problems may actually go away. Quarrelling couples may kiss and
make up.

Troubl esone in-laws rmay be pacified after a night-long yam seng and
mahj ong sessi on when you deliberately lose to themand | overs nay grow
fonder of each other after a week's separation.

But many problens will not go away so easily. Sone of themare not ours
personal ly but they affect us neverthel ess because they have grown to
becone the nation's probl ens.

I am not tal king about the rising prices of food due to gluttony during
the fasting nmonth and of clothing in the run-up to the Chi nese New Year
and Hari Raya

| amtal ki ng about the | arger problens of dadah addiction, domestic
vi ol ence, child abuse, teenage sex, bohsia and juvenile crine, |epak
(loitering) and runaways.

Where have we gone wong? Is it the parents and the househol d
environnment ? The teachers and school s? The tok gurus and ul amas? The
negative i npact of the explosion of infornmation and entertai nment? O
could it be that while our pockets are replete with noney, our hearts and
soul s are devoid of humanity and caring?

It has to begin with the parents. |If parents are quarrel sone, npbst or
all of their children may end up quarrel sone. If only one parent is
quarrel some, the consequences will not be too serious and chances of the
children growing up to be quarrel some are much | ess.

Children learn fromtheir parents first before they learn from others.
Unfortunately, better education and an i nproved standard of |iving seem
not to be followed by better parenting. On the contrary, parenting skills
are on the decline and fathers are worse parents than not hers.

Take a sinple exanple. How can a father effectively tell his offspring
not to snoke when he hinmself is a chain-snoker?

And how can he tell themto read books and study hard when all that he
does is read maj al ah hi buran (entertai nnent nagazi nes) and spend endl ess
hours wat chi ng m ndl ess TV dramas and game shows?

We need also to ask why there are so nmany entertai nment-oriented najal ah
in the bookshops. Is it because it is easy to get KDN permts to publish
one of these witless and vacuous naegazi nes?

Sadly, even our stress on religious and noral education in school has
not helped to reinforce our fear of God, our sense of norality, our famly
val ues and nost of all our self-resilience. W can bl ane the way the
religious curriculumis planned and taught. W can blanme the quality and
dedi cati on of teachers.

But what have we to say about parents who beat their children to death?
About newborn babies left to die?

And about fathers who rape their own daughters?

Surely we cannot bl ane the nothers who gave birth to these nonsters.
They were not nonsters at birth. They becanme nonsters because of the
envi ronment they grew up in.

Soci ety nust rehabilitate and protect the victins of these hideous
crinmes and the gall ows seemnot inappropriate for these killers and
rapi sts.

And how are we to continue to take pride in the institution of marriage
when it is nore difficult and costly to get married than to pronounce the



tal ak (proclamation of divorce)?

We have | aws, courts, judges and kadi who are supposed to protect us.

But how do we explain the pitiful situation of thousands of divorced wonen
who are left without any nmeans of support for thenmselves and their
children?

Yet the same | aws, the sane courts, the same judges and the sane kad
t hi nk not hi ng of condemmi ng and puni shing these wonmen when they are drawn
into prostitution.

Surely a worman who is forced into prostitution to feed her children
cannot be worse than a "respectabl e" nenber of the community who preaches
goodness but makes millions of ringgit through corrupt practices.

On Wednesday, the Prine Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad,
decl ared war on social ills when he addressed an assenbly of Mislim
personalities at Pusat Islam(lslamic Centre) in Kuala Lunpur.

They conpri sed Cabinet Mnisters, Menteris Besar, senior civil servants,
heads of Federal and State Religious Affairs Departnents, kadi, school
principals and university |lecturers.

| deliberately use the term"personalities" instead of "l eaders" because
| do not think I can, on behalf of readers, confer the title "l eader" on
everybody present at the neeting. It is best that | leave it to the people
to judge who anpbng themare | eaders and who are not.
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ARE we facing an identity crisis of sorts? Or have we | ost our sense of
responsibility as parents, political and community | eaders, teachers and
witers?

The answers may prove to be unpal atable. But the cure to our soci al
probl ens can only be found if we face reality and swallow the bitter pill

If we are not suffering a crisis of identity, how do we explain the
preval ence of Mal ay yout hs anong dadah addi cts, Ml ay divorcees anbng
prostitutes (or sex workers as sone people call them, Ml ay teenagers
anong the bohsia and Mal ay school chil dren anong those indulging in | epak?

The percentages of Ml ays involved in these activities is higher than
their contribution to the popul ati on. Some soci ol ogi sts and researchers
bl ame the occurence of these problens to rapid urbanisation and the
m gration of the Malays to towns and cities.

O hers say they are caused by the reluctance of Ml ay parents to
communi cate with their children on such matters as sex, snoking and dadah

Yet others rationalise that sone of these problens tend to affect the
Mal ays nore because, being Muslins, the Mal ays are governed by a stricter
rule regarding what is right and what is w ong.

If indeed Mal ay parents in particular and Mal aysi an parents in genera
are reluctant or incapable of educating their children on sex, one wonders
why this role is not taken over by the schools. Mdst of the children reach
puberty while in school.

(My know edge of the birds and the bees came neither frommy parents nor
fromny teachers. Like other kanpung boys, ny know edge of sex and
reproduction came largely fromwatching the ducks, the goats, the cows and
t he buffal oes. Today, the nore fortunate children get their facts on sex
from Nati onal Geographic and the Di scovery channel).

Bohsi a and | epak are often bl aned on unconduci ve donestic environnent -
cranped flats and | ow cost houses, quarrel sone parents and | ack of
parental supervision. If these are indeed the causes of the problens, are
we doing anything to build larger lowcost flats and houses?

Are we setting up much needed facilities |ike playgrounds, sport or
recreational facilities and libraries to cater for children living in
council flats and | ow cost houses?

What we often hear is the local councils and private devel opers taking



away playgrounds to build nore houses, apartnments and shoppi ng conpl exes.
When their playgrounds are taken away to build giant malls, why should we
get too upset when they go to these conplexes to | epak?

If we abhor divorcees engaging in inmoral activities to earn a living
for thensel ves and their children, what are we doing to ensure that their
fornmer husbands pay for their upkeep?

And why bl ane the video arcades, the di scotheques and ni ghtclubs for
encour agi ng young peopl e to snoke, drink and take dadah when it was the
| ocal councils that went gaga in |icensing these establishnents?

Some years ago, no abandoned bungal ows in Kual a Lunpur woul d remain
unoccupi ed for nore than a couple of nonths without the City Hall granting
a licence for themto be turned into discos and ni ghtcl ubs.

Finally, people who are in the position to | ead are nore prone to
pontificating than teaching. They speak of virtues and values while in
reality they are neither virtuous nor value-driven. \What has happened to
t he | eadershi p by exanpl e sl ogan?

And before we rush to make nore |l aws, rules and regul ati ons to conbat
these social problens, let us be renmi nded by the US educationist, Mrion
Le Roy Burton, who said: "Character is formed not by |aws, commands and
decrees, but by quiet influence, unconscious suggestion and persona
gui dance. "

( END)
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