04/ 08/ 1997

Downpour augurs well for opening of event by Dr M

LANGKAW , Sun. - A heavy downpour over the | egendary island today was
wel coned by the Langkawi Oshkosh East Fly-In convention and exhi bition
organi sers and exhi bi tors.

Wth forward visibility at less than 150 nmetres and ground visibility at
bel ow 300 netres for incom ng aeropl anes, the haze hangi ng over Langkaw
had threatened to cancel the fly-in of 19 light airplanes fromAl or Star
for tonorrow s opening by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanad

Event organiser Le Proton Lina Sdn Bhd executive chai rman Dat uk Mohd
Radzi Manan, when net earlier, had hoped for heavy rain to clear the haze
hangi ng over nobst parts of the island.

"Believe it or not," he said, "I amhoping for heavy rain to clear the
haze by tomorrow. Otherwise, it is going to spoil the whole event.

"W cannot even hold the air display, |let alone the parachuting
conpetition," he said.

The event, said to be Asia's first, is ained at pronoting the culture of
sports flying and avi ati on anong yout h.

It is nodelled after a simlar showin Gshkosh, Wsconsin in the United
St ates, where thousands of aviation hobbyi sts and ent husi asts nake their
annual pil gri mge.

At the show site earlier today, workers were busy putting the finishing
touches to the area, |ocated adjacent to the Mahsuri Internationa
Exhi bition Centre (M EC).

A team of technicians from Tenaga Nasi onal Berhad was also trying to
supply power to the exhibition area. Exhibitors were getting their flying
machi nes ready for display.

Anong the aeroplanes already at the exhibition centre are two gliders
and several ultralights as well as Ml aysia's very own Eagle 150 |i ght
aer opl ane.

Tonorrow, the 19 light aircraft, micro and ultralights are expected to
arrive at the Langkawi International Airport at Padang Mat Sirat for the
openi ng cerenony.

The Departnent of Civil Aviation has closed the airspace between 9. 15am
and 11.30am and from5pmto 7pmfor the air displays.

But those hoping to see jet fighters |like those displayed at the bi-
enni al Langkawi International Maritine and Aerospace Exhibition (LI MA)
wi | | be di sappoi nt ed.

"This is strictly for light and recreational aircraft,"” said Radzi. "No
j et planes except perhaps for the renpte control section where a top
Japanese nodel ler is expected to bring his jet renpbte control aircraft”.

Apart fromthe aircraft display, a host of other events has been |ined
up, including parachuting conpetition and renote control flying.

There will also be daily tal ks by speakers from vari ous organi sati ons on
di fferent aspects of aviation.

Le Proton has arranged for schoolchildren to be brought in for the event
to get themacquainted with aviation.

"Qur vision is to nurture the aviation culture," he said, "with the hope
of maki ng Mal aysia the centre for sports aviation in Asia as envisioned by
the Prine Mnister".
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