17/ 05/ 1997

DPM | had tal ks with PMon picking new CM

PEKAN, Fri. - Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimsaid that he
had had "several discussions” with Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad on the possible candi dates to be the new Mal acca Chief M nister.

"During the neeting, Dr Mahathir nmentioned nanes to fill the slot but no
deci si on has been made," he said.

"We | eave it (the announcenent) to the Prime Mnister."

He was speaking after an audience with Sultan of Pahang at |stana Abu
Bakar .

Anwar, who was acconpani ed by his wife Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah |snmail
Education Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak and wife Datin Seri Rosnah
Mansor, had earlier perforned Friday prayers at a nearby npbsque.

Yest erday, Dr Mahathir said he had yet to decide on the new Ml acca
Chief Mnister.

He added that he night not appoint an acting Chief Mnister to head the
State Governnent in the interimperiod follow ng the death of Datuk Seri
Mohd Zi n Abdul Ghani on Wednesday.

Thi s was because the person appointed acting Chief Mnister nmight assune
that he woul d be eventually appointed to head the State Governnent.

Asked if he woul d nmake an announcenent before he goes on two nonths
fromMay 19, Dr Mahathir said:

"Even if | go on | eave, Datuk Seri Anwar is around and he is acting
Prime Mnister. He has full authority to nmake deci sions."

( END)
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