18/ 05/ 1997
Dr M Anwar di scuss Cabi net and CM s post

Tengku Sari ffuddin

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said he and his deputy
Dat uk Seri Anwar | brahi m had di scussed the reshuffle of the Cabinet and

t he appoi ntnent of the new Mal acca Chief Mnister.

"He knows ny view and | know his, and basically we do not disagree," the
Prime M nister said when asked whet her he had made the nmmj or decisions (on
the Cabi net reshuffle and the appoi ntment of the new Mal acca Chi ef
M ni ster) as he was goi ng on two-nont hs' | eave from Monday.

Asked to el aborate on what he neant, Dr Mhathir said: "Watever..
because he is going to be acting Prinme Mnister and has the right to act
as Prime Mnister."

He was speaking to reporters after perform ng the ground breaking
cerenony for the Cyberjaya city | ocated near Dengkil, about 60kmfrom
her e.

Dr Mahathir said Anwar has full powers to carry on the duties as Prine
M ni ster during his absence.

"My deputy will have full power to carry on the duties of the Prine
M ni ster.

"OfF course if there is anything very special | will have to cut short ny
|l eave ... so | hope you do not create anything," he said.

Dr Mahathir said this in response to another question on whether the
sharp drop in shares prices on the Kuala Lunpur Stock Exchange was due
anong others, to his decision to take |leave and the crisis facing the Tha
baht .

He said stock market players were on the | ookout for all kind of signals
al t hough they were unrelated to the counters' performance.

The Mal aysi an econony and its fundanental s were good and the conpani es
on the KLSE were making profits, he added.

"Yet, because sonething is happening el sewhere, they (investors) pul
out their investnents," he said.

On his return froma three-nation African tour on May 8, Dr Mahathir had
brushed asi de specul ation that he was taking a | ong vacati on because of
heal t h reasons, saying he woul d undertake several official duties even
when on | eave.

He will pronote the Multinedia Super Corridor in England and visit
several places known for the work and research on conputers and
i nformation technol ogy.

He had said the tine was right for himto go on a |long | eave because the
country was politically stable and econonically strong.

"This is the best tine for ne to go. It is the best tinme to refresh ny
m nd, w thout having the Press asking ne too many questions." he said.
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