04/ 03/ 1997

Dr M Durabl e peace needed i n sout h-eastern Europe

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said
Mal aysi a woul d co-operate with other countries to build a clinmate of

dur abl e peace in south-eastern Europe whi ch woul d enabl e countries in the
region to devel op and progress.

He said peace and stability in Bosni a- Herzegovi na woul d be good for the
region, Serbia and Croati a.

He said confidence in the business clinmate would inprove and the uneasy
political and security situation would no | onger be a source of concern

The focus of government could shift to economic priorities when regiona
stability was in place, he said.

In this respect, he said Mal aysia wel coned Croatia's foreign policy
comm ment to play a positive and constructive role in ensuring that
dur abl e peace prevailed in the region.

Speaki ng at a dinner in honour of the Croatian Prinme M nister Zl atko
Mat esa at Sri Perdana tonight, he said Malaysia's multi-racial and nulti-
et hnic society synpathised with the sufferings of war victinms in the
region.

The trauma, suffering and untinely death are the sane whether they were
Muslims, Catholics, Othodox Christians or others.

Dr Mahathir said there was a need to rebuild the damage of war although
the menory of horror of the tragedy |ingers on and was not easy to forget.
"Hopefully, this (rebuilding process) will renove sone of the scars of
the war, nentally and physically. Tinme, we hope will heal the wounds and a

new and nore tol erant society will energe,” he said.

On economic ties, Dr Mahathir said there was trenendous opportunities to
expand trade and i nvestnent co-operation between the two countries.

Mal aysia views Croatia as an inportant conduit for trade and services in
the region, he said, adding that Croatia's ability to adapt to fast
changi ng busi ness environnent woul d stinulate the establishnment of nore
busi ness ventures between their countries.

"We are encouraged that Ml aysi an goods are becom ng nore visible in
Zagreb and hope the trend continues. By the sane token, Ml aysia hopes to
see nore Croatian goods in our country,” he said.
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