11/ 04/ 1997
Dr M ACA free to probe MB (HL)

Ashraf Abdul | ah; Jeffrey Ramayah

PETALI NG JAYA, Thurs. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said
today the Anti-Corruption Agency has a free hand to investigate the

al | egations of corruption and property ownershi p agai nst Sel angor Menteri
Besar Tan Sri Muhanmad Muhammad Tai b.

"I don't want (ny statenment) to influence the ACA it's up to the ACAto
investigate,” Dr Mahathir told reporters at the Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah
I nternational Airport in Subang on arrival fromlslanmabad after his
official visits to Kuwait, Bahrain and Paki stan.

Dr Mahat hir was asked to comment on a report in the Brisbane Courier
Mai |l |ast nonth that Muhanmad had acquired properties in Australia worth
mllions of ringgit.

Just hours after the Prime Mnister nmade the statenent, the Dewan Rakyat
was told that four senior ACA officers were already in Australia to
i nvestigate the origin of the RM.4 million found on Muhamad when he was
detai ned at the Brisbane airport |ast Decenber

Deputy Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnment Datuk Nazri Abdu
Aziz said the officers would al so investigate the report published in the
Bri sbane Courier Mail.

"The ACA has al ready been questioni ng Muhammad si nce he was det ai ned at
the Brisbane airport for violating Australian regul ations which require a
person to declare the anobunt of noney he or she was in possession when
| eaving the country, if it was nore than A$5, 000.

"The ACAwill investigate the origin of the RM.4 nillion found on
Muhamrad, " he said in reply to questions raised during the debate on the
allocations to the Prime Mnister's Departnent as specified in the
Suppl enentary Supply (1996 and 1997) Bill

Dr Mahathir said the ACA needed to verify the report |inking Mihamuad
with property ownership in Australi a.

"If there is such a report, we have to see whether there is basis or
not," he said at the Press conference which was al so attended by his
Deputy Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim

Earlier in Islamabad, Dr Mahathir said a Menteri Besar and a number of
Governnent officers were being investigated for corruption.

"Currently one chief minister (Menteri Besar) is being investigated by
the agency and a nunber of other Governnent officers. They are all under
investigation if there is any report of corruption,” Bernanma quoted himas
sayi ng.

On March 30, DAP secretary general LimKit Siang said the Brisbane
Courier Mail had reported that Mihammad and his wife, Puan Sri Asbi Rohan
Asnan, were building a RML m|lion house on a piece of |and val ued at
another RML million in the Sovereign Islands.

Limsaid the paper inits March 29 report, stated that about three
nmont hs ago, Miuihanmmad and his wife had bought 4,500ha of cattle, sheep and
grain property in Currajong Park in Wstern Queensland for RV6 million.

He said they were also interested in buying nore properties worth RML2
mllionin Australi a.

Limcall ed on Muhammad to explain about his properties, saying that the
public had the right to know.

To-dat e, Muhammad had not denied the report nor sought |egal recourse
fromthe publisher of the newspaper which said he was Umo vi ce-presi dent
and political adviser to Dr Mahathir.



Asked why Miuhanmmad di d not deny the newspaper report, Dr Mahathir said

"I know nothing of this matter, wait for the ACA (investigations)."

On Monday, Anwar told the Dewan Rakyat that Muihammad was under
i nvestigation for failing to declare RM.4 million in cash in Australia as
wel | as other cases.

Anwar said the ACA would also investigate a report relating to property
owner ship by Muhammad in Australi a.

Dr Mahat hir when asked to conment on today's news reports that eight
State Executive Councillors fromsix States were being investigated for
al I eged i nvol verrent in corrupt practices, said the ACA had to determn ne
whet her there was any truth in the allegations.

"This is normal. If there is suspicion that they are involved in
corruption, the ACA nust do its job to find out whether there is basis or
not," he said.

The eight State Exco nenbers conprise one each from Johor, Pahang
Kedah, Sabah and Sel angor and three from Mal acca.

Asked whet her the power of prosecution for corruption cases shoul d be
reverted to the ACA Director-General instead of the Attorney-General as it
was previously, the Prime Mnister said that it was better if the AG
studi ed such cases.

"I do not know the finer points but usually if there is a case, it nust
be submitted to the AG or else it nay be wong in law. So, it is better
for the AGto study the case to find out whether it is correct in law, " he
sai d.
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