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Dr M It's George Soros (HL)

Ashraf Abdul I ah

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad t oday
confirmed that he was referring to George Soros when he spoke about "rogue
specul ators", describing the Arerican financier as "thoughtl ess” and his
activities as "crimnal".

He said the poor nust be protected from people |like Soros as he was out
to destroy their econoni es.

In Ckayama | ast week, Dr Mahathir said an Anerican financier, who was
known to have strong views on the entry of Myanmar into Asean, was |inked
to the specul ative activities of currencies in the region

Opening the 30th Asean M nisterial Meeting on Thursday, Dr Mahathir
branded those who were out to destroy Asean econonies as "rogue
specul at ors" and "anarchi sts".

He said there was a wel |l -planned effort to underm ne econom es of the
regi on by destabilising their currencies.

Asked today whether he was referring to Soros on both occasions, Dr
Mahat hir said: "Yes. Today, | amconfirmng that George Soros is the nan
whom | was tal ki ng about." (Profile on P4)

On whether he considered Soros a crinmnal, Dr Mahathir said: "Well, as
much as peopl e who produce and distribute drugs are criminals because they
destroy nations, people who underm ne the econoni es of poor countries (are
t 00).

"If you want to deval ue the pound or the US dollar, you can go ahead and
do it. But if you do this against poor countries and you think you are
doing a great job ... a charitable job, I think you nust be sonmewhat
distorted in your idea about things."

Dr Mahat hir was speaking to media representatives after |aunching the
Concept Request for Proposals for the Miultinedia Super Corridor at N kko
Hot el

The CRFPs are for local and foreign conpanies to propose the nost
i nnovati ve solutions for the seven MSC fl agshi ps - el ectroni c governnent,
mul ti - purpose card, Smart school s, tel enedicine, borderless nmarketing,
research and devel oprment cl usters and worl dwi de manuf act uri ng web.

Dr Mahathir's remarks came a day after Soros admitted that he wanted
Mal aysi a and Thail and to di sall ow Myanmar fromjoi ni ng Asean but deni ed
linking it to currency speculation in the region.

Asked to conmment on Soros' denial, the Prime Mnister said:

"It is very difficult to separate the left hand fromthe right hand.
Sonetinmes you say you don't know what your other hand is doing. | think it
is very difficult if you have a split personality ... unless he is
schi zophrenic or sonething like that."

Dr Mahat hir expressed di sappoi ntnent that while certain people
chanpi oned human rights, the same people allowed those |ike Soros to
underm ne the econom es of not just countries, but regions.

"W have worked 30 to 40 years to devel op our countries to this |evel,
but along cones a man with a few billion dollars, and who in a period of
just two weeks, has undone nobst of the work we have done.

"And as a result, the people of our countries suffer. You tal k about
human rights and protecting peopl e.

"But they nust be protected from people |like Soros who has so much noney
and so much power and totally thoughtl ess because he is not only hurting
t he peopl e of Myanmar but the poor people in |Indonesia, Mlaysia, the



Phi | i ppi nes and Thai | and.

"These peopl e suffer because the cost of everything has gone up. If you
want to buy inported goods, we have to pay nore because the exchange val ue
of our currency has gone down.

"And we have no choice but to buy things fromoutside. So, who is he
(Soros) helping? | would Iike to know.

"Peopl e who, on their own, think they can put the world right, nust be a
little bit off their heads.

"W spent our time building up these nations, trying to give our people
a good life and trying to increase their incone.

"But this man, in a matter of a few days, destroyed everything that we
have done."

Dr Mahathir said it was ironic that the world did not regard Soros as a
crimnal but considered others who were trying to help their own people as
crimnals.

Countries |ike Ml aysia now had to pay nore for nmachinery, raw materials
and ot her needs, he added.

He said this was the sane situation when the Goup of Seven reval ued the
yen.

"W borrowed yen and when they revalued it, we had to find nore
Mal aysi an ringgit to pay our debt. In fact, we had to find two-and-a-half
times nore.

"If countries behave like that," he said, "poor countries will have no
chance at all."

( END)



	Dr M: It's George Soros (HL) (NST 27/07/1997)

