25/ 04/ 1997

Dr M USin no position to dictate to Asean

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said
the United States was not in a position to dictate who Asean shoul d
befriend and who it should not.

Asked to conment on the econom ¢ sanctions inposed by the US on Myannmar,
Dr Mahathir said Malaysia felt strongly agai nst such drastic neasures.

"I don't know about other Asean menbers but | amcertainly going to nake

a very strong stand on this. | don't |ike people telling me who I should
have as ny friend and who shoul d be nmy eneny. | devel op my own enemi es.

"W are an i ndependent country and we want to behave |i ke an independent
country.

"I't"'s bad enough that we are not allowed to formthe EAEC (East Asia
Econom ¢ Caucus). O course, we can go ahead but ot her nenbers are being
stopped fromjoining the EAEC

"I thought that this is going to be a free world. What free worl d?"

Dr Mahat hir was speaking to reporters after chairing the National
I nformati on Technol ogy Council neeting at the Prine Mnister's Departnent.

Asked whet her Mal aysi a had changed its stance on sanctions as it had
supported sanctions agai nst South Africa but not Myannmar, Dr Mahathir
sai d:

"There has been no change. When we supported sanctions agai nst apartheid
in South Africa, the sanction was actually denanded by the ANC (African
Nati onal Congress)... by the people of South Africa. They wanted the
sanctions. They were prepared to pay the price.

"But the people of Myanmar did not invite sanctions except nmaybe for
(Nobel Prize winner) Aung San Suu Kyi who has her own political agenda.
The sanctions will affect the people of Myanmar, not the Governnent.

"The Governnent will live in fine style if they want to. | have seen
sanctions in many places. It doesn't affect the Governnent. Sanctions
agai nst lIraq have affected the people of Iraq, not the Governnent of Iraq,
not the leaders of Irag. So you should not inpose that kind of thing on
people. It's not fair."

On whet her the sanctions ended apartheid in South Africa, Dr Mahathir
said: "Part of it, | think. But the nost inportant thing is the people,
like (former President F.WW) De Klerk, realised that there is no future
in apartheid.”

On whet her Mal aysi a supported Suu Kyi, Dr Mahathir said Ml aysi a was
only supporting the inclusion of Myanmar into Asean.

"I'f they want to change their CGovernnent, they are still in Asean. If
they don't want to change their Governnent, that is their state. W don't
want to question whether they are denocratic or not.

"In Asean today there are Governnments whi ch can be considered as
denocratic and Governnents which are said to be undenocrati c.

"As you know Mal aysia is accused of having an undenocratic Governnent.
So do we expel ourselves from Asean because of that?"

Dr Mahathir said at the noment Asean accepted the State Law and Order
Restoration Council as the Governnent of Myannar

Dr Mahathir said Malaysia's relations with South Africa was severed in
1964 by the then Prine M nister Tunku Abdul Rahman

"W lost a lot of noney because of that. But we were willing to | ose
money because we have principles."

Yest erday, Dr Mahathir said Asean would work very hard to admit Myanmar



i nto the grouping.
Mal aysia is the current chairnman of Asean whi ch groups Brunei,
I ndonesi a, Mal aysia, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vi et nam
Asean Foreign Mnisters are scheduled to nmeet here on May 31 to di scuss
when to admit Myanmar, Canbodia and Laos into the grouping.
( END)
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