18/ 04/ 1997

Dr Ling: Mcycles, bicycles can hel p reduce congestion

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The chaotic traffic situation in densely-popul ated
Asian cities can be resolved if the notoring public is encouraged to use
nmot or cycl es and bi cycl es.

Transport Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said it was a nyth that
devel oped countries had nore private-owned cars than | ess devel oped
countries as "nore vehicles translate into massive congestions along city
roads".

For instance, he said, Seoul had once experienced a chaotic traffic
situation as a result of South Korea's vibrant econom c growth which
resulted in its popul ati on becom ng nore affluent that they began to buy
cars.

"But as a result of mmssive traffic congestions, many car owners opted
to use notorcycles and bicycles as an alternative node of travel."

Dr Ling was speaking at the "Strategic |ssues Forun organi sed by the
Asi an Strategic Leadership Institute today.

He said Asian cities were densely popul ated unli ke Amrerican and
Australian cities.

In Kuala Lunpur, the density is about 300 peopl e per hectare, Singapore
(400) while that in Seoul, Hong Kong and Tai wan, about 1,000 per hectare.

This conpares to the relatively |l ow density of 14 people per hectare in
Anerican or Australian cities.

"I'n densel y-popul ated cities, notorcycles are the best npode of transport
because they are cheap and practical.

"Maybe we shoul d encourage nore pedestrians to own notorcycles or
bicycles to ease traffic congestion and al so safeguard their safety when
travel ling al ong congested roads," he said.

Al so present were ASLI president Mrzan Mahat hir and Sungai WAy G oup
corporate adviser and ASLI director Tan Sri Ranpbn Navaratnam United
St at es anmbassador John Mall ot and senior corporate executives of transport
conpani es.

Dr Ling said it was uneconom cal for single-occupancy vehicles to enter
the city due to congestions and | ack of parking spaces.

"About 1.6 million vehicles enter the city daily of which 17 per cent
are singl e-occupancy vehicles while 70 per cent of them are high-occupancy
vehicles with two or nore passengers.

"The mnistry is encouragi ng car-pooling as we want to limt the nunber
of private vehicles to ease the congestions,” he said.

Such chaotic situations were not confined here but were al so experienced
by nmotorists in Mal acca, Johor Baru and Penang whil e | poh was now
beginning to feel it.

To encourage car owners to use public transport, Dr Ling said the
various transportation projects being carried out within the Klang Vall ey
woul d provide "alternative nodes of transport".

"The Governnent al so i ntroduced special bus | anes and set up two bus
consortiuns to provide feeder services to support the LRT and rai
commut er services.

"The various nodes of transport infrastructure will also serve as a
nodel for other States to emul ate," he added.

Mrzan said the forumwoul d enabl e the participants to exchange their
vi ews and obtain feedback for their transport operations here.

"By sharing views, we hope to see sone of the issues raised here



addressed by the Governnent.

"The forumwi Il also allow foreign busi nessnen who are operating here to
obtain a first-hand knowl edge of Malaysia's future and chall enges,” he
added.

( END)
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