08/ 05/ 1997

Dr M appoi nts Anwar acting PMfrom May 19

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, who will be on two nonths'
| eave from May 19, has appointed his deputy, Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim as
Acting Prine Mnister.

Confirmng this yesterday, Deputy Mnister in the Prime Mnister's
Department Dat uk Mohaned Nazri Aziz said Dr Mahat hir inforned the Cabi net
| ast week of his intention to go on | eave.

This would be the first time Dr Mahathir will be on vacation | onger than
three weeks since beconing Prine Mnister 16 years ago. This is also the
first time Anwar will be acting in the Prine Mnister's absence.

The last tinme was when the Prine Mnister nade his then deputy, Tan Sri
Misa Hitam as Acting Prinme M nister

Nazri dismissed the theory that Dr Mahathir was taking | eave to seek
nmedi cal attention

In fact, he said, it will not be an all-holiday |eave for the Prine
M ni ster, who is scheduled to visit several countries in Europe during
this vacation to attract high-tech i nvestnents to Ml aysi a.

"His first destination will be London and then to several other
countries," he told reporters at the Parlianent's | obby yesterday.

Nazri said Anwar's appointnent as the Acting Prime Mnister is to ensure
conti nuous snooth running of the government's admi nistration because this
will be the first tine Dr Mahathir will take a | ong | eave.

Mnister inthe Prine Mnister's Departnent Datuk Dr Abdul Ham d O hman,
meanwhi | e, sai d yesterday's Cabinet neeting al so di scussed the matter.

Earlier, Transport Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik quashed a
newsreport that heavily publicised the decision by the Prime Mnister to
take [ ong | eave.

Dr Ling said Dr Mahathir will be involved in a series of visits to
countries, starting fromthe UK to pronote the Miltinedia Super Corridor
These countries will include Poland and Russi a.

In between these visits, the Prine Mnister will take some tine out for
| eave. Dr Ling said his vacation, therefore, could be seen either way: as
"breaks in between work" or "work in between | eave".

"It is up to you how you want to see it," he told reporters after the
Cabi net neeti ng yest erday.

Dr Ling offerd a phil osophi cal opinion on the concept of holiday at this
poi nt .

"Leave is firstly for rest. Secondly, it is also to free your m nd from
the routine day-to-day matter so that you can focus on certain inportant
t hi ngs which your daily routine does not allow you to do.

"That could be focusing on witing articles, collecting your thoughts or
| ooki ng at new i deas.

"So leave is for rest and it allows you to sharpen your focus on certain
things that you want to do, and of course, third, fourth, fifth, sixth,
coul d be so nany other itens on the agenda."

"It could also be to allow for a training period for those designated to
take over when the right tinme cones.

"The agenda for | eave could cover so nmany unwitten things. | think
everything is in order."

In the foreign news report, Dr Mahathir's | eave was seen as "a nove t hat
could cenment Anwar's ascend to the | eadership of Ml aysia".

The article said, quoting political analysts, that "whatever Dr



Mahat hir's reasons may be for wanting to take sone vacation tine ... his
decision is politically significant, especially with regard to the
succession issue in the national |eadership."
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