04/ 04/ 1997

Dr Mbegins 5-day visit to Kuwait, Bahrain tonorrow

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad wil |
begin his five-day official visit to Kuwait and Bahrain on Saturday to
provide fresh inpetus to bilateral relations and devel op new avenues for
co-operation.

Dr Mahathir's itinerary will begin with a three-day state visit to
Kuwait, an invitation fromthe Emr and Prine M nister Shei kh Jaber Al -
Ahmad Al - Sabah.

The Prime Mnister's entourage will include wife Datin Seri Dr Siti
Hasmah Mohd Ali, Entrepreneur Devel opnent M ni ster Dat uk Mustapa Mhaned,
Sarawak Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Tai b Mahnud, Terengganu Menteri Besar
Tan Sri Wan Mokhtar Wan Ahnmad and several | eadi ng busi nessnen.

Dr Mahathir last visited Kuwait in January, 1987, when he attended the
Organi sation of Islamc Conference summt.

While in the Gulf Enmirate, Dr Mahathir will visit the Kuwait Liberation
Tower and the Seif Pal ace which houses the Enir's pal ace, the Governnent
conpl ex and the residential area for its Cabinet ninisters.

Dr Mahathir will also attend a state |uncheon hosted by the Enmir at the
Bayan Pal ace and an official banquet to be held in his honour.

The banquet will be hosted by Shei kh Sabah Al - Ahmad Al - Jaber Al - Sabah,
the Kuwaiti Mnister for Foreign Affairs.

In the norning of the second day, Dr Mahathir will attend the signing of
t he Doubl e Taxation Agreenment which is anong the highlights of his visit.

In the evening, the Prime Mnister will attend a reception with Kuwaiti
and Mal aysi an busi nessnen, followed by a dial ogue session. He will also
deliver a talk at the function.

At the end of the day, he will have dinner with the Mal aysi an conmunity
at the residence of the Ml aysi an anbassador in Qortuba.

The only other Malaysian Prinme Mnister to visit Kuwait was the |ate Tun
Abdul Razak Hussein who went there in 1975.

Then, both nations signed three agreenents to strengthen bilateral ties
- the Economi ¢ and Techni cal Cooperation Agreenent, the Cultural and
Scientific Agreenent and the Trade Agreement.

In 1986, the Air Services Agreenent was signed foll owed by the
I nvest ment CGuar ant ee Agreenent the follow ng year

Under the Air Services Agreenent, Kuwait Airways was given | anding
rights to fly twice a week to Kual a Lunpur

Mal aysia Airlines used to fly into Kuwait as a stop over to London but
tenmporarily termnated the service during the Gul f War

The Kuwait Emir |ast visited Malaysia in 1980.

Kuwait is Malaysia's fifth largest trading partner in West Asia after
the United Arab Enmirates, Saudi Arabia, Eygpt and Jordan.

Mal aysi an exports to Kuwait in 1996 was valued at RML75 million while
inmports totalled RW4 mllion. Trade between both countries has been in
Mal aysi a' s favour since 1992.

Mal aysia's main exports to Kuwait are jewellery, heating and cooling
equi prent, television receivers and tinber products while its main inports
are crude and refined petrol eum

Dr Mahathir will |eave for Bahrain on April 7. Hs last official visit
there was in March 1982.

The |l ate Tun Razak had visited Bahrain in 1975 where both countries
signed the Econom ¢ and Technical, Cultural and Scientific Cooperation



agr eenent s.

In 1994, Mal aysia signed the Air Services Agreenent with Bahrai n which
allowed its national carrier to fly into Kuala Lunmpur twi ce a week and
vi ce versa.

Dr Mahathir will call on the Emir of Bahrain Sheikh Isa bin Sal man Al
Khalifa. In the evening, he will attend a state banquet hosted by the
Emr.

On April 8, Dr Mahathir will address the @Qulf Econom ¢ Forum

The conference will cover econom c topics concerning the six Gulf
Cooperation Council states, including reforns, capital markets and
attenpts to diversify their oil-reliant econom es.

The six GCC nenbers are Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and
the United Arab Emirates.

The forum "GCC Strategies and A obal Rel ationships At The Turn O The
Century," is expected to attract hundreds of officials and busi ness
| eaders fromthe Gulf, Asia, Africa, Europe and the United States.

Apart fromDr Mahathir, other participants include Bank of Engl and
governor Eddi e George, Arab League secretary-general Dr Ahmed Asmat Abdul
Magui d, former US Trade Secretary M ckey Kantor and forner South African
Forei gn M nister Pik Botha.

In the afternoon, Dr Mahathir will attend | unch hosted by his
count erpart Shei kh Khalifa bin Sal man Al -Khal i f a.

Mal aysi a's exports to Bahrain | ast year totalled about RVMb5 million. The
mai n exports were palmoil, tinmber products and el ectroni c equi pnent.

Qur inports fromBahrain totalled about RM45 million with al um nium and
iron ore products and aircraft equi pnment being the nain itens.

Dr Mahathir and his entourage will return horme on April 9.
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