19/ 03/ 1997

Dr Mdefers conment on Kuan Yew s nove

JERANTUT, Tues. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad t oday
deferred comrent on Singapore Senior Mnister Lee Kuan Yew s nove to
expunge of fendi ng remarks on Johor froma court affidavit.

"W will tell you after the Cabinet neeting tonorrow," said a smling Dr
Mahat hir when asked if he was happy with Lee's statenent issued yesterday
eveni ng.

Dr Mahathir, who was speaking to reporters after visiting the Sekol ah
Kebangsaan Kual a Tahan, near here today, said he was infornmed of Lee's
| atest action through a letter [ ast night.

When asked whet her he was happy with the | atest devel opnent, Dr Mahathir
said he would informthe Press of his reaction tonorrow after the Cabinet
neet i ng.

Lee issued a statement yesterday indicating that he had requested his
| awyers to have the of fending words renoved fromthe court records.

He had descri bed Johor as "notorious for shootings, muggi ngs and car-
jackings" in a swrn affidavit filed in a Singapore court.

The affidavit dated Jan 27 was in connection with a defamation suit Lee
and his son Lee Hsien Loong, who is Singapore's Deputy Prinme Mnister,
filed against the republic's Opposition politician Tang Li ang Hong.

Lee's controversial remarks (in the affidavit) had caused a furore anong
Cabi net, political, business | eaders and the public who demanded an
apol ogy.

Last Thursday, Lee, through his Press secretary, had apol ogi sed
unreservedly to the Mal aysi an Governnent and its people.

However, the offending words in the affidavit, which triggered the whole
backl ash, were not retracted, pronpting political |eaders and the public
to dermand that they (the words) be expunged.

There al so appears to be a subtle di sagreenent between Lee and the
republic's Prinme Mnister Goh Chok Tong who, on Saturday, conceded that
the Senior Mnister's remarks were "of fside".

"Senior Mnister is a nmenber of the Singapore Governnment. He was of fside
in his remarks on Johor. He recogni ses he was offside. He has apol ogi sed
to Mal aysi ans and the Mal aysi an Governnent," he told reporters.

Late yesterday, the Senior Mnister, in a signed statement issued in the
republic, asked his | awer, Davinder Singh, to have the offendi ng words
renoved fromthe court records.

I n Kual a Terengganu, Umo Youth | eader Datuk Ahrmad Zahi d Ham di | auded
Lee's nobve to expunge the statenment fromthe court records.

He described the | atest nove as a "shared victory" for the novenent and
the Government. He al so cautioned Lee not to repeat the m stake.

"W hope there will be no incidents in future that can create simlar
uproar and al so jeopardi se the relationship between the two countries," he
told reporters after a neeting with Menteri Besar Tan Sri \Wan Mokht ar
Ahmad at Wsma Darul | man.

Ahmad Zahi d al so hoped that no controversial statenments, which could
create friction between the two countries, would be nade openly.

I n Johor Baru, however, the heat is far fromover, with Menteri Besar
Dat uk Abdul Ghani O hman questioning Lee Hsien Loong's silence on the
matter.

He said that although Lee had apol ogi sed unreservedly and had directed
his counsel to have the offending words renoved fromthe record, his son,



Hsi en Loong, chose to remain silent.

"I believe the people of Ml aysia also want to know if Hsien Loong
shares the same point of view (as the Senior Mnister)," Ghani told
reporters after launching the "Ml aysi a and Canada Wrki ng Toget her In
Smart Partnership Sem nar' at a hotel.

Touchi ng on the inportance of good nei ghbourly spirit, Ghani said that
Si ngapor ean | eaders shoul d create good nei ghbourly attitude anong the
peopl e of the republic.

" Si ngaporeans should learn to treat Ml aysi ans, especially the people of
Johor, in good neighbourly spirit.”

On Lee's statenent that the derogatory remarks woul d be renoved fromthe
sworn statenment according to the wi sh of Mal aysi an | eaders, Ghani said the
i ssue not only involved Ml aysi an | eaders but al so the di sposition of
Mal aysi ans as a whol e.

" Si ngapore shoul d be inforned that Ml aysians, particularly the people
of Johor, were aggrieved by such unflattering remarks (as stated in the
affidavit).

"l enphasi se on the feelings of the public which is of utnobst inportance
and has to be nursed back (so as to maintain a cordial relationship with
Si ngapore) .

"This matter is not something new ... it began since our separation in
the 1960s, and again, |ast year (when Singapore expressed its conditiona
wi sh to rejoin Mlaysia), and now agai n.

"There is a need for a nore positive attitude on nei ghbourliness anobng
them " added Ghani

However, he said that he would | eave the matter to the Cabi net neeting
t onmor r ow.
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