24/ 03/ 1997

DR M ext ends his condol ences to RVAF fanilies

PETALI NG JAYA, Sun. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad today
ext ended his condol ences to the fanmlies of 11 Royal Ml aysian Air Force
crew menbers who died in the Sipitang crash in Sabah | ast Tuesday.

Dr Mahathir, who was speaking to reporters at the Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah
Airport in Subang upon his return from Saudi Arabi a where he received the
Ki ng Faisal International Prize, said he was saddened by news of the
crash.

Dr Mahathir said the cause of the crash of two Nuri helicopters nust
first be determ ned before any decision on the service of the aircraft
coul d be made

He said: "We have to know whether it is a nechanical or structural fault
or error by the pilots. This is because of two helicopers crashing at
about the sane tine...perhaps they collided due to thick mst.

"W have to ascertain this first. If collision indeed happened, it is
not a nmechanical fault which led to the crashes."

Asked whet her the Royal Ml aysian Air Force should continue using the

helicopters, the Prine Mnister said: "Yes, they are still relevant. In
fact, on the day of the crash, | nyself had used themfor ny journey to
and fro from Tanan Negara. | did not find anything wong with the
aircraft.”

Dr Mahat hir was al so asked whet her Si ngapore shoul d nake definite noves
to mend its relations with Mal aysia follow ng di sparagi ng remarks by
Seni or M nister Lee Kuan Yew on Johor.

Dr Mahathir said he did not wish to say anything nore on the matter or
pl ace conditions on the Singapore Government.

"We are not going to do anything extraordi nary about it (nending
relations)...we will let tinme heal...who nmakes matters worse or not is
somet hing for everybody to think."

The Mal aysi an Gover nment had on Wednesday formally accepted Lee's
unreserved apol ogy and offer to retract his remarks but said "the
restoration of the old level of relationship would take tine."

It said it should be acknow edged that the epi sode had deeply hurt al
Mal aysi ans.

Dr Mahathir said: "The Cabi net has nade a stand and we are sticking to
it. W feel the matter is closed...but as the saying goes, the wound in
the heart takes a long tine to heal."

(END)
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